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Regular readers of Total Wrestling Magazine will 
no doubt realise that there’s been a few changes 
to this month’s cover. With “Macho Man” Randy 
Savage leading the class of 2015 and finally 
being inducted into the WWE Hall of Fame, we 
feel it’s only right to celebrate his induction (full 
article on page 30) with this special edition front 
cover, designed by Michel Mulipola. Michel 
regularly works on Headlocked comics and 
speaking of Headlocked, over on page 54 we 
speak with the comics creator, Michael Kingston 
about how the project got started and their 
exciting future..

Darragh O’Connor recently had the privilege of 
grabbing a word with former TNA champion, 
Bobby Lashley as he talks about the company 
and participating in MMA, it’s all on page 52

Samoa Joe recently shocked the wrestling world 
announcing that he was leaving TNA in a mutual 
agreement, with Joe now one of pro wrestling’s 
hottest free agents, Coire McCrystall details 
Joe’s TNA career and what’s next for him, that’s 
all on page 38

On page 46 and with WrestleMania season 
upon us, Mark Moore details where WWE seem 
to be heading for their yearly extravaganza on 
March 29,

In her exclusive regular column, Gail Kim 
addresses the state of women’s wrestling 
and Court Bauer discusses why WWE should 
perhaps re-introduce a brand split.

All this plus all the regular features, now, you 
have to admit that’s a pretty stacked lineup!

Don’t forget to keep up to date with all the latest 
on our website – www.totalwrestlingmagazine.
co.uk, our facebook page - https://www.
facebook.com/totalwrestlingmag and by 
following us on twitter @Twrestlingmag

Adios Amigos.

Darren Wood
totalwrestlingmagazine@gmail.com
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1) The greatest fan sign in the history of wrestling. Bar 
none. Case closed.

2) Look at this picture of Adam Cole at age 17. Look at 
it. Think about how pretty he is now. Wish it, want it, do 
it.

3) Tyson Kidd wants $10,000,000, a helicopter and a 
sustained push, or he kills one cat per hour. Fact.

4) The Best Friends present the long awaited follow-up 
to Shawn Michaels’ legendary Playgirl appearance.

5) Paige and Big E caught in the act. What on earth that 
act is... is unclear.

6) WWE’s road agents are the best at what they do. 
Just look at Joey Mercury, studying his craft, giving the 
boys his full undivided attention.

7) There’s simply no way WWE Wellness Testing is 
legitimate. This man is on acid.

1
2

3

4

5 6

7
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H I G H S  &  L O W S  -  S H A W N  M I C H A E L S

THE HIGHS & LOWS OF:
DECEMBER 2ND 1991 - 

THE ROCKERS SPLIT, 
GIVING BIRTH TO THE HEARTBREAK KID 

Since their debut in WWE, The Rockers set 
a new bar for what the modern tag-team 
should be, with Shawn Michaels and Marty 
Jannetty combining speed and high-flying 
skill to dazzle audiences around America. 
However, like all good things, The Rockers' 
partnership would eventually come to an 
end on the now-infamous edition of Barber 
Shop, hosted by Brutus Beefcake. Super-
kicking Marty Jannetty, and smashing his 
head through a window, Shawn Michaels 
put the world on notice that he was ready 
to step out as a top singles competitor, and 
take the WWE by storm.

MARCH 20TH 1994 - WRESTLEMANIA X 
LADDER MATCH AGAINST RAzOR RAMON
After winning the WWE Intercontinental 
Champion, Shawn Michaels would 
find himself at the receiving end of a 
suspension, leaving the belt vacated, only 
to be eventually won by Razor Ramon. 
Upon his return, Michaels staked his claim 
to title, arguing that he never lost it, and 
was therefore still champion. With two men 
putting their names to the Intercontinental 
Championship, they would eventually 
meet in a ladder match at WrestleMania 
X, the first of it’s kind to be aired on WWE 
programming. While many ladder matches 
have come since, many argue to this day 
that none have topped the WrestleMania 
X bout between Shawn and Razor. While 
Michaels came out on the losing end that 
evening, both he and his opponent left with 
their heads held high, knowing they had 

just put on one of the greatest matches in 
history. 

MARCH 31ST 1996 - 
WRESTLEMANIA XII 60-MINUTE IRON 

MAN MATCH AGAINST BRET HART
Remaining a top star in WWF throughout 
1994 and 1995, Shawn Michaels would go 
on to win the 1996 Royal Rumble, and earn 
himself a shot at the WWE Championship 
at WrestleMania XII against heated rival, 
Bret Hart. In the first match of it’s kind 
in WWE, Shawn and Bret competed in a 
breathtaking 60-minute Iron Man match, 
which would eventually go into Sudden 
Death overtime, due to no falls being 
scored within the allotted time. One super-
kick later, and Shawn Michaels found his 
dream’s come true, as he became WWE 
Champion on the Grandest Stage of Them 
All.

NOVEMBER 9TH 1997 - 
THE MONTREAL SCREWJOB TAKES PLACE 

AT SURVIVOR SERIES
Shawn Michaels heated feud over the 
WWE Championship with Bret Hart was 
one that kept the audience on the edge of 
their seats, and culminated in a match at 
the 1997 Survivor Series PPV. While Bret 
Hart was the defending Champion, he 
was to leave WWE that evening for WCW, 
but refused to drop the belt to Michaels. 
Taking drastic measures, Vince McMahon 
conspired with Shawn Michaels and referee 
Earl Hebner to unfairly take the title from 
Bret, with the referee claiming a submission 
victory for Shawn, despite Hart never have 
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THE HEARTBREAK KID

SHAWN MICHAELS
tapped out. One of the most controversial 
moments in WWF history, the after effects 
of the Montreal Screwjob would follow 
Shawn Michaels for the rest of his career. 

MARCH 29TH 1998 - 
SHAWN MICHAELS RETIRES 

On top of the world as WWE Champion, 
Shawn Michaels would suffer a seemingly 
career-ending injury at the 1998 Royal 
Rumble, in a casket match against the 
Undertaker. Severely damaging his 
back, Shawn was told that his time as a 
professional wrestler was coming to an 
end, and so, through severe pain, Michaels 
competed for, what many believed to be, 
the last time at WrestleMania XIV, in a 
losing effort to Stone Cold Steve Austin, 
losing the WWE Championship in the 
process.

AUGUST 25TH 2002 - 
SHAWN MICHAELS RETURNS TO FACE 

TRIPLE H AT SUMMERSLAM

Despite remaining a somewhat frequent 
face on WWE TV, Shawn would not see 
action again until 2002, when he was 
attacked by his long-time friend, Triple H. 
Challenging ‘The Game’ to a Street Fight, 
Shawn returned to the ring and competed 
for almost half an hour in a gruelling battle, 
which he would eventually win. Showing no 
sings of ring rust, and looking as good as 
ever, Shawn Michaels was officially back in 
the WWE.

APRIL 5TH 2009 - 
SHAWN MICHAELS FACES THE 

UNDERTAKER AT WRESTLEMANIA 
25 MARCH 28TH 2010 - SHAWN 

MICHAELS IS FORCED TO RETIRE AT 
WRESTLEMANIA 26

Remaining a top contender in the years 
that would follow, and even winning himself 
a World Heavyweight Championship, 
Shawn Michaels had accomplished 
almost everything in WWE, but there was 
still one prize left to claim. Taking on one 
of his oldest rivals, The Undertaker, at 
WrestleMania 25, Shawn looked to break 
the Deadman’s fabled undefeated Streak, 
in a match that many have since called ‘the 
greatest match of all time’. Shawn came 
up short that night, but would try again 
the following year, however this time, his 
career would be on the line. In an all-or-
nothing war, Shawn and The Undertaker 
gave everything they had to audience, but 
in the end, Shawn would lose once again, 
this time waving a final farewell to the 
WWE Universe, and officially ending one of 
Sports Entertainments greatest careers.
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B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S  -  H U L K  H O G A N

B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S :
T H I S  I S  H U L K  H O G A N

The amounT of years since The 
infamous hulk hogan – ulTimaTe 
Warrior maTch aT WresTlemania 6

The number of singles maTches hogan 
and Warrior had, WiTh Their second 
and final conTesT occurring aT WcW 
halloWeen havoc 98

The number of years hulk hogan held 
The WWf TiTle for during his firsT 
reign, from 1984-88

The number of World TiTles hogan 
held, comprised of six reigns from 
WWf/WWe and six from WcW

The size of hogan’s biceps in inches, 
measured around. This Was likely To 
have been True in The laTe 70s/early 80s

The number of days of Warrior’s 
one and only WWf World TiTle reign, 
occurring in 1990-91

The number of consecuTive years 
hogan Was voTed “besT babyface” by 
readers of The WresTling observer

25
2
4
12
24
293
10
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P R O F I L E  -  K E V I N  O W E N S

TOTAL PROFILE:

K E V I N  O W E N S

When kevin owens signed with nxT, he 
brought with him a buzz that even some 
of the biggest international superstars 
in the world couldn’t manage. There’s a 
reason for that - owens is one of the best 
talents ever to emerge from the american 
independent scene.

Owens’ love of pro wrestling started when 
he was eleven years old, watching Shawn 
Michaels face Diesel at WrestleMania 
XI. From there on, things moved rather 
quickly; by fourteen he was being trained by 
Québécois wrestler Serge Jodoin, and on his 
sixteenth birthday he wrestled his first official 
match.

Owens would continue to bounce around 
the Canadian independents for the next four 

years, training and developing as he went. 
One of the promotions which he would 
begin to call a home was the International 
Wrestling Syndicate, where Sami Zayn was 
also wrestling. The pair would cross the 
border together in 2004, when they made 
their Combat Zone Wrestling debut in a Fatal 
4 Way Ladder Match.

Pro Wrestling Guerrilla was Owens’ next 
stop. In 2005, he debuted by attacking Super 
Dragon, sparking a feud between Dragon 
and fellow co-owner of the promotion 
Excalibur. Owens would go on to claim the 
PWG Championship shortly afterwards, 
before moving on to the Tag Team 
Championship in an alliance with Sami Zayn. 
The pairing would win the titles twice, with 
their second reign ending in a memorable
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set of defences as part of the Dynamite 
Duumvirate Tag Team Title Tournament. In 
the finals of the tournament, they lost the 
match and the belts.

Thereafter, Owens jumped ship to Ring of 
Honor. There, he would once again team 
with Zayn and find similar success as he 
had in Pro Wrestling Guerrilla - although 
the relationship would eventually turn sour. 
At the last Ring of Honor event of 2009, 
Owens shocked fans by launching a vicious 
attack on his partner, jumpstarting one of 
the most memorable feuds in the history of 
the promotion. The year-long rivalry ended 
in a Fight Without Honor to close out 2010, 
which saw Owens ejected from the company. 
However, this development wouldn’t last all 
too long.

When he made his return to Ring of Honor in 
2011, Owens was one of the biggest stars in 
the company. Authority figures didn’t want 
him back, but the loose cannon took no 
notice, showing up where he liked and when 
he liked. His Package Piledriver became 
one of the most feared moves in wrestling 
after he used it to take several wrestlers out 
of commission. By 2012, he had earned a 
match with Davey Richards for the Ring of 
Honor World Championship - he would go on 
to win that title, and immediately afterwards 
form the group known as S.C.U.M.

S.C.U.M. were a band of rebels that included 
industry veterans like Steve Corino and 
longstanding independent scene wrestlers 
like Jimmy Jacobs. They were united by a 
feeling of being mistreated by the business, 
and took that frustration out on Ring of 
Honor as a company and the other wrestlers 
on the roster. Owens would go on to make a 
host of successful title defences against top-
tier talent, before he was dethroned by Jay 
Briscoe in 2013.

Owens entered into a feud with his former 
stablemates that would occupy much of 
his final months with Ring of Honor. During 
this time, he also wrested extensively for 
Pro Wrestling Guerrilla, where he formed 
an alliance with Adam Cole and The Young 
Bucks as The Mount Rushmore of Wrestling. 
However, his time on the independent scene 
was about to come to an end — in the 
summer of 2014, WWE announced that they 
had signed Owens to a contract.

Owens much-hyped NXT debut came at 
Takeover: R-Evolution, when he beat CJ 
Parker at the start of the night, and laid out 
longtime friend and foe Sami Zayn to round 
out his evening. Two months later - to the 
day - Owens demolished Zayn to win the 
NXT Championship for the first time. Now, 
we’re setting out into the era of Kevin Owens; 
and it’s unclear if there’s anyone in NXT who 
can stand up to his onslaught.
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S W O T T I N G  U P  -  F U T U R E  P R O  W R E S T L I N G

S W O T T I N G  U P
F U T U R E  P R O  W R E S T L I N G

S T R E N G T H S

location

Aside from All Star wrestling, which has been 
working Croydon for many years, FPW found 
a niche between Surrey and Central London, 
making it their own. FPW sits nicely in the 
Wallington and Carshalton area, giving them 
the benefit of being able to draw fans from 
both London and Surrey.

demographic

While other promotions aim their product at 
a particular age demographic, FPW puts on 
shows that all ages can enjoy. Making the 
event feel family orientated whilst having 
names on the cards that will attract hardcore 
fans gives the promotion a much wider reach 
in terms of possible ticket sales.

roster

FPW have some of the best talent the UK has 
to offer such as Jimmy Havoc, El Ligero and 
Grado. Along with this, FPW blends them with 
the international talent that is on offer as well 
such as Alberto Del Rio, The Addiction and 
Hardcore Holly. This makes for a really nice 
blend of talent, mixing imports with UK stars.

W E A K N E S S E S

storyline continuation

Bringing in imports for one off matches can 
make storyline continuation very difficult. Of 
course you can put them into a one off match 
but that can be dangerous when trying to 
build a brand that has running storylines trying 
to hook fans. This could be seen as somewhat 
of a hinderance to the company.

coverage

Like most UK promotions, FPW faces the 
battle of getting mainstream attention and 
spreading the word of their promotion. While 
imports will always attract some fans, FPW 
need to find a way of getting their name out 
there more often when general fans are talking 
about British wrestling.

O P P O R T U N I T I E S

Wider revenue streams

Unlike other London promotions that aim at 
an over 18’s crowd, FPW encourage kids and 
families and ultimately kids push parents to 
spend money. Thus meaning families coming 
to the shows and spending money.

CHAMPIONS:  fpW champion Jimmy havoc, fpW Tag Team champions The london riots

VENUES:   Wallington hall, Westcroft leisure centre both in greater london

SHOWS:   reloaded, crowning glory, Trick or Treat

future pro Wrestling began to take form in september 2010 when steve evans, lee elmer and 
matt burden started talks with each other in regards to starting a wrestling promotion. having 
worked a show in luton and seeing what was on offer, coupled with fans comments, evans 
saw that there was a gap in the market to start running shows in his local area of Wallington. 
Running their first show in October 2011, Trick or Treat the promotion has since gone on to 
hold over 20 shows.
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- ‘PASTOR’ WILLIAM EVERS ENTERS THE ARENA

- THE ALPHA MALES dON’T ALWAyS SEE EyE TO EyE
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contacts

As FPW does 
use imports it 
gives talent a 
chance to make a 

few extra contacts 
and the long term 
possibility of picking 
up extra bookings 
at home or abroad. 
Ultimately getting your 
name known is always 
the number one goal 
and someone who has 
worked for a big US 

promotion is always good 
to have on your contacts 
list.

T H R E AT S

over saturation

While FPW may have found a 
niche area of Greater London 
they are still in between two other 
highly established promotions who 
work London and Kent respectively. 
With so much wrestling on offer in 
one area, a promotion could get lost 
in the shuffle.

Talent loss

This is a threat that faces a lot of UK 
promotions as wrestlers ultimately want 
to maximise their earning capacity and 
the place to do that is the US. This year 
has already seen Mark Andrews head 
abroad and more could do the same. 
Holding onto the key players that shift 
tickets is imperative for a promotion like 
FPW.
expansion

If things continue growing for FPW, and 
it seems like they will, they will eventually 
reach a point where they may either have to 
stick or reach for that proverbial brass ring. 
Sticking with what you have can often lead to 
an eventual downturn as everything needs to 
progress, but stretching oneself with a bigger 
venue or more expensive talent can bring its own 
risk or reward conundrum.  

- ‘PASTOR’ WILLIAM EVERS ENTERS THE ARENA

- THE ALPHA MALES dON’T ALWAyS SEE EyE TO EyE

- SEBASTIAN WAS VICTORIOUS

- LONdON RIOTS’ ROB LyNCH 
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D E F I N I N G  M O M E N T S  -  M I C K  F O L E Y :  R A T E D  R

D E F I N I N G  M O M E N T S

M I C K  F O L E Y :  R AT E D  R  W R E S T L E M A N I A

back in 2006, six years after the 
“retirement” of the one the only mick 
foley. edge would give foley the match 
that many fans feel he never had. The 
one true hardcore match to ever grace 
Wrestlemania and reinvent himself as 
“The rated-r superstar”.  

Hardcore wrestling was a mainstay in WWE 
from midway through the Attitude Era. It 
would have its own division and be used in 
various ways over the years. It’s now used 
very rarely or repackaged as a “Falls Count 
Anywhere” or “Extreme Rules” match. This 
contest is culled from the transition period 
of WWE from the post-Attitude Era into the 
pits of Tartarus that Cena would lead the 
company into. 

A sign of the times was Joey Styles in 
the commentary booth? I know, right? 
That was a thing that the WWE screwed 
up. But while he was there, it was never 
a bad thing. For this specific match, you 
already knew going in this was going to be 
an amazing match with the voice of ECW 
calling it. 

The Foley that worked this match was the 
cool mixed of Cactus Jack and Mankind; 
you’d still get Socko but who worked the 
match at a slower more brutal pace with 
insane rough spots. Barbed wire, blood, 
fire, thumbtacks and unprotected chair-
shots were a bound when this guy came to 
work. 
The match was a straight forward brawl 
to start it out. Things got ugly when Edge 
went for the Spear only to hit Foley and 
scream in pain. This caused Mick to reveal 
that he had himself wrapped in barbed 
wired. And then whipped Edge with it in an 
extended spot. 

After a lot of outside brawling, the action 
was kept tight and brutal. The whiplash 
smash of Foley’s skull on the ramp is still 
sick to witness. 

In the ring, after Mick hit a beautiful 
piledriver; the two had extended spots with 
cookie sheets and a baseball bat wrapped 
in “Barbie”. In a moment which is still hard 
to watch, Edge cut Foley open with a shot 
to the head which the crowd loved. King 
and Styles are a great team that are missed 
and could still call the action today. 
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Edge brought the tacks in the ring and set 
them up for his own demise. Foley hits a 
sick backdrop on the tacks and follows up 

With Socko covered in barbed wire in the 
mouth of Edge and Lita! This exchange is a 
violent and bloody affair that you just won’t 
ever see again in the WWE. No way. 

Edge was made a legit main event player 
with this one. He was brutalised by Foley; 
taking shot after shot and bleeding all over 
the arena for the good of the match. Yet, 
still, he was able to drive Cactus through a 
flaming table and pick up the win. 
Why is this an important moment? Well, 
because it made Edge a real star in the 
WWE. But, I know what you’re thinking, 
wasn’t Edge already a star in WWE with his 
TLC matches? Yes, this is true but those 
matches were different to this mauling by 
the king of hardcore. 

The TLC matches were bloodless affairs. 
They were a series of impressive team 
spots to get over the maximum number of 
talents without “blading” or long bloody 
spots. The old school bloodbaths require 
more investment from fans. 

The talent must be able to sell and retain 
the heat from the fans without the huge 
payoff over four tables breaking or reckless 
bodily harm. 
There is psychology to this match; Foley 
was a master of this. He used it to give the 
rub to anyone that he was facing. In a lot of 
ways, this match with Edge achieved the 
same things that Foley had done in 2000 
with Triple H.  

Triple H was a star by earlier 2000; heck, 
he was a two time WWE Champion. 
However, he was not “The Guy”, but after 
a war with Cactus Jack he was made “The 
Game”. You could buy that Triple H was a 
killer after watching his series with Foley at 
the Royal Rumble and No Way Out. 

Foley helped define heel careers; it’s just 
what he could do. This match in Chicago 
gave Foley his “WrestleMania Moment” and 
helped user in the future of the WWE. The 
“Rated R Superstar” was born in the blood 
of Foley just as “The Legend Killer” was in 
2004 and “The Game” was six years earlier. 

KEY MATCHES: 
cactus Jack vs. Triple h – Street Fight - WWE Royal Rum-

ble 2000
cactus Jack vs. Triple h – Hell in a Cell - WWE No Way Out 2000
mick foley vs. randy orton – Street Fight - WWE Backlash 2004

KEY PLAYERS: 
cactus Jack/mankind/mick foley: Three time WWE Champion and first ever Hard-
core Champion. 
edge: Young top star on the rise at this point. Riding the wave of interest from the 
shoot angle with Matt Hardy. Would become a huge star in the WWE as The Rated-
R Superstar.
Wrestlemania 22: The 22nd WrestleMania event from Chicago in 2006. 
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What is a guilty pleasure? Webster’s 
dictionary defines it as “something 
pleasurable that induces a minor feeling 
of guilt”. it’s like keeping a secret 
collection of abba, listening to their 
albums when no one else is around, or 
better yet, still watching pokemon.  

sadly, we all have them, those secret 
pleasures in life that for one reason 
or another you should feel downright 
ashamed of. We’re no different here at 
Total Wrestling and every month we’ll be 
delving into those moments that were 
generally panned by everyone else, but 
we loved them!

Wrestlemania goes hardcore..

There exists within the world of 
professional wrestling a contingency that 
attributes the success of the Attitude Era 
of World Wrestling Entertainment to the 
groundwork laid by the small, independent 
promotion based out of Philadelphia, 
Extreme Championship Wrestling. While 
Vince McMahon’s company pushed the 
bar, injecting edgier content such as sex 
and violence into its shows, and earned 
record viewership because of it, it was 
Paul Heyman and his motley crew of 
wrestlers who did it first. They introduced 
the hardcore revolution to the sport and 
brought an attitude, aggression and 
intensity that had been sorely lacking 
during the days of cartoon characters and 
occupational gimmicks.

One of the elements WWE took directly 
from ECW was the hardcore style of 
wrestling. While Vince McMahon will tell 
you that there was always a certain attitude 
about his programming, it was never more 
evident that he and his creative circle 
directly lifted the use of weapons and 

garbage wrestling straight from Heyman’s 
company. Like ECW, the introduction of 
the style allowed stars who had nothing 
else going on, or were limited in ability, to 
maintain a high-profile spot on the show.

Bob Holly was one of the first Superstars 
to really seize the opportunity presented 
by the hardcore division. He emerged from 
mediocrity and irrelevancy in early 1999 to 
become the first breakout star attributed 
to hardcore wrestling in WWE. Dubbed 
“Hardcore” Holly, he was the epitome 
of what the division stood for. Bashing 
opponents over the head with trash can 
lids and pummelling them with steel chairs 
brought something out of Holly that allowed 
him to enjoy the most successful period of 
his career.

When the Hardcore Holly proved a hit, 
WWE Creative attempted to add to it, 
introducing the audience to his cousin 
Crash. A short little spark-plug who brought 
tremendous energy to his performances, 
he was an innocent Elroy Jetson clone 
in a world of barbarians. But he was also 
incredibly sly and equally as elusive. What 
made the character most interesting was 
that he was like a yapping shih tzu in a 
land of mastiffs. He had a way of talking 
himself into trouble, which led to the 
implementation of the 24/7 rule in WWE’s 
hardcore division.

Upon winning the title, Crash claimed 
that he would defend the title against 
any Superstar, anytime and anywhere. 
Suddenly, the smallest Holly cousin had 
his fellow competitors attacking him in 
children’s theme restaurants, in airports 
and in the backstage area. He literally 
had to keep one eye open at all times 
because he never knew when, or where, 
an attack was coming from. Everyone 

WRESTLEMANIA GOES 
HARDCORE!
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from the Godfather’s hos to women’s 
champion Ivory to tag teams such as the 
Headbangers would attempt to wrest the 
title away from him, and some succeeded, 
but he always managed to regain it in short 
order.

The fans ate the story up and with a 
roster as deep as it had ever been, the 
creative infrastructure within WWE saw 
the opportunity to put the Hardcore 
Championship up for grabs in a 15-minute 
gauntlet match. The title would change 
hands with every fall but the superstar who 
held it by the end of the time limit would 
be the rightful champion. Crash entered 
as champion but with challengers the likes 
of Tazz, Viscera, the A.P.A. and his own 
uncle. For a quarter of an hour, some of the 
most decorated and memorable midcard 
acts of WWE’s Attitude Era (and the Mean 
Street Posse) brutalised each other all over 
the Anaheim Pond, home of WrestleMania 
2000. It was one of the night’s most 
anticipated bouts, especially with the 
portion of the audience that loved cheap 
violence.

Busted open, bleeding from the forehead, 
Crash managed to stick in the thick of 
the mix late into the bout. Trading the 
title with Tazz and Hardcore Holly, Crash 
appeared to be on his way to escaping 
the match with the gold around his waist. 
Unfortunately, a botched finish, the result 
of an ill-timed mistake from referee Tim 
White, led to Hardcore Holly leaving the 
Showcase of the Immortals with the title he 
was instrumental in bringing credibility to.

The match was completely innovative, 
fresh and exciting. It was the epitome 
of everything that World Wrestling 
Entertainment was doing right at the 
time. The contest took a character as 

interesting, compelling and enjoyable in 
Crash Holly and put him at the centre of 
a match with behemoths and monsters, 
tough guys and brutes looking to dethrone 
him as champion. And were it not for a 
miscalculation of time on the part of the 
official, he would have emerged scathed 
but still the WWE Hardcore champion.

At that point of time, everyone on the 
roster had a character. Everyone from The 
Rock and Triple H to someone as low on 
the totem pole as a Crash Holly and even 
fellow competitors Kaientai had stories 
that fans could follow and invest in. It was 
those stories that made the Hardcore 
Battle Royal at the sixteenth WrestleMania 
as smashing a success.

Of course, the introduction of Superstars 
such as Chris Jericho, Chris Benoit, Eddie 
Guerrero, Perry Saturn and Dean Malenko, 
along with the rise of home-grown talent 
like Too Cool, Rikishi and Kurt Angle sent 
the hardcore division back into obscurity. 
Suddenly, all of the television exposure that 
title had previously brought to afterthoughts 
disappeared. Sure, the title remained 
part of the show but it lost a great deal of 
significance.

By 2002, the title would be defunct, leaving 
fans to remember fondly the days when 
anything could, and did, happen when 
WWE went hardcore.
Royal Rumble and No Way Out. 

Foley helped define heel careers; it’s just 
what he could do. This match in Chicago 
gave Foley his “WrestleMania Moment” and 
helped user in the future of the WWE. The 
“Rated R Superstar” was born in the blood 
of Foley just as “The Legend Killer” was in 
2004 and “The Game” was six years earlier. 
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D I V A  -  “ T H E  B O S S ”  S A S H A  B A N K S

“ T H E  B O S S ”  S A S H A  B A N KS
While women’s wrestling has long been ne-
glected in WWe, it’s clear that great work is 
being done in developmental to ensure that 
there’s a brighter outlook for the next gen-
eration of female talent. standing proudly 
amongst those fierce females is the Boss 
herself, sasha banks.

It’s not a prerequisite that a successful wres-
tler needs to have been a fan from childhood 
- but it’s certainly noticeable when that’s the 
case. Female WWE talent signed during the 
Laurinaitis era were typically non-fans who 
joined the company with aspirations of be-
coming a celebrity, with a few notable excep-
tions. That meant that they were perfect for 

some aspects of the life of a WWE Diva, but 
unprepared for others. Sasha Banks, on the 
other hand, has been chasing this dream for 
her whole life.

As soon as Banks was able, she began her 
training with the New England-based Chaotic 
Wrestling. One of the more prominent names 
among those that supplied her early training 
was the man then known as Todd Hanson, 
know more familiar to Ring of Honor fans as 
the ‘War Beard’ Hanson. Banks started out 
wrestling intergender tag matches, but soon 
moved on to singles competition. By the end 
of 2011, the future Boss was rising up the 
ranks of the company, and just weeks before 
the year came to an end she would claim the
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promotion’s Women’s Championship for the 
first time.

Over the months that followed, Banks would 
go on to face various members 
of the Chaotic Wrestling roster 
with her title on the line, all the 
while continuing to develop the 
skills that she would need to 
reach the top. Simultaneously, 
she would wrestle for other 
promotions in the New Eng-
land area, steadily building her 
reputation as a rising talent. By 
2012, the word was out; Banks 
participated in a WWE tryout 
camp, and was signed to a con-
tract two months later.

At the time, she was still 
Women’s Champion of Chaotic 
Wrestling, but was forced to 
vacate that title thanks to her 
contract with WWE. Banks had 
quickly ascended to the top of 
the regional circuit, but would 
now have to rebuild herself 
from scratch in order to thrive in 
WWE. By the end of 2012, she 
had her first televised match on 
NXT - albeit a losing effort to the 
then-dominant Paige.

Banks then entered a feud with Audrey Ma-
rie, coming out on top after several weeks 
of singles and tag team competition. The 
Boss would go on to compete in the NXT 
Women’s Championship tournament, but was 
eliminated in the first round by Summer Rae. 
That defeat would be revisited in the weeks 
afterward, as Banks and Rae forged an alli-
ance that would form the foundation of one of 
NXT’s longest running on-screen stables.

The Beautiful, Fierce Females - colloquially 
known as the BFFs - were made official in 
October, and would prove to be a thorn in the 
side of several of the women of NXT. However, 
Summer Rae was set to be called up to the 
main roster, so Charlotte was added the group 
to keep their numbers up in Rae’s absence. 
Banks and Charlotte soon struck up an easy 
chemistry, eclipsing the iteration of the group 
that had come before them.

When Rae did re-emerge on NXT, tempers 
would flare over who the real star of the BFFs 

was. Initially, this issue was between her and 
Charlotte - who had recently won the NXT 
Women’s Championship. However, before all 
was said and done it would engulf all three of 

the women; the BFFs soon fell apart like so 
many alliances before them. Banks, however, 
grew into her own as a singles competitor as 
a result, and even managed to pick up a fol-
lower of her own in the form of Becky Lynch.

That said, the issue between Banks and Char-
lotte was never truly settled. Banks wanted 
the title that was around her former friend’s 
waist, and would stop at nothing to get it. As 
a performer and as a character, Banks was 
flourishing - and at NXT Takeover: Rival, she 
would claim the prize that she had been fol-
lowing.

A begrudging - and short-lived - show of 
respect towards Charlotte followed the match, 
just before the reality of the situation dawned 
on Banks. An emotional celebration and 
post-match interview sealed Sasha’s fate with 
many fans. With shades of Shawn Michaels’ 
boyhood dream coming true, Sasha Banks 
truly became The Boss. Expect great things 
from this one in the future.
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F A N T A S Y  W A R F A R E  -  E D D I E  V S  S H A W N

FANTASY WARFARE
EDDIE GUERRERO

hometown: El Paso, Texas
height: 5ft 8in
Weight: 222lbs
finisher: Frog Splash v
imagine a world in which two all-time greats 
could face one another at the peak of their 
careers. imagine the possibilities as two eras 
collide, two generations clash and two different 
philosophies, ideologies and emotions are 
brought to life. Welcome to TW fantasy Warfare.

There are few matches that sound as good on 
paper as eddie guerrero vs. shawn michaels. 
They are two of the greatest performers in the 
history of professional wrestling. They are both 
hall of famers, and have had some of the most 
epic battles against the biggest names in their 
careers.  guerrero’s greatest achievement came 
at no Way out 2004 when he defeated brock 
lesnar to capture the WWe championship, while 
michaels went a full hour against bret hart in a 
classic ironman match at Wrestlemania 12 to win 
his first WWE title. Just imagine what a contest 
between these two would have been like. 

THE HISTORY
Despite being in the WWE at the same from 2002-
2005, the two legends never once wrestled one 
another. It’s a strange, and somewhat baffling fact.  
Most of the time they wrestled on different brands 
(Raw and Smackdown respectively) so never really 
had the chance to face off. Guerrero was busy on 
the blue brand having tremendous matches with the 
likes of Rey Mysterio, Edge and Kurt Angle while 
Michaels was doing the same thing with guys like 
Triple H, Chris Jericho and  Randy Orton on the red 
brand. 

In 2002, Michaels had just returned from back 
surgery after four years away from the ring to 
have an historic rivalry with Triple H, while Eddie 
Guerrero was re-hired by the WWE following his 
drug scandals a year earlier, but he was not pushed 

to the main event spot like HBK, he had to settle 
for wrestling on the mid-card against future Hall 
of Famers such as Edge and Ric Flair. By the time 
2005 rolled around, Guerrero had paid his dues and 
was among the elite of WWE. He had already been 
WWE Champion, competed in a WrestleMania main 
event and had a great feud with World Heavyweight 
Champion Batista. Shawn Michaels had established 
himself as the best in-ring performer of all time 
following his fantastic contests since his return in 
2002. 

The two were actually pencilled in to face one 
another in a dream match at WrestleMania 
22. Sadly, Guerrero’s tragic death in late-2005 
scuppered all plans and shook the wrestling 
world to it’s very core. Reportedly the two were 
said to be “ecstatic” at finally getting the chance 
to work together on the biggest stage of all, but 
tragically that was ripped away from them following 
Guererro’s passing. Michaels went on to wrestle 
Vince McMahon in a brutal No Holds Barred match 
at WrestleMania 22, while Eddie was inducted into 
the Hall of Fame. 
But, just what would have happened had Eddie 
Guerrero and Shawn Michaels gotten the chance to 
wrestle on the grandest stage of them  all? 

EDDIE GUERRERO
strengths

The Mexican legend’s strengths include his 
incredible ability to hit Suplexes from just about 
anywhere. His incredible mat-wrestling skills, 
coupled with his aerial technique make the former 
WWE Champion a dominant force inside the 
squared circle. He can change from being the nicest 
guy in the world to the most sinister within a blink 
of an eye. That’s talent, and he had it in abundance. 
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FANTASY WARFARE
SHAWN MICHAELS

hometown: San Antonio, Texas
height: 6ft 1n
Weight: 228lbs
finisher: Sweet Chin Musicv

He’s also always had the great knack of being 
able to make anyone look good in the ring with it, 
whether it be long time rival Rey Mysterio or the 
World’s Largest Athlete, The Big Show.

Weaknesses

His weaknesses include his rather small stature. 
I’m convinced that if he were a few inches taller he 
would have been a multiple time WWE Champion 
and an even bigger name than he already is today. 
He’s also fought drug addictions most of his adult 
life which had held him back throughout his career. 

SHAWN MICHAELS
strengths

He is the Heartbreak Kid who has stolen so 
many shows over his illustrious career that I care 
to remember. His magnificent ability to take a 
tremendous amount of punishment and keep on 
fighting. His never-say-die attitude. His will to win. 
The ability to score with Sweet Chin Music from out 
nowhere. His magnificent promo skills. 

Weaknesses

In his early years, Shawn Michaels was a heavy 
drinker and ticked a lot of people off with his 
disrespectful attitude. He wasn’t a nice person to 
be around. Just ask Bret Hart. Being a vital part in 
the Montreal Screwjob at the 1997 Survivor Series 
still hangs over Michaels like a dark cloud. He’s had 
surgery for a broken back which forced him away 
from the job he loves for almost four years. Several 
more injuries have also tampered his in-ring career. 

THE MATCH
In this inter-promotional match, at WrestleMania 
22, Eddie Guerrero would have represented 
Smackdown while Shawn Michaels would have 
lead the way for Raw. I’m sure Guerrero would 
have played the dastardly heel, jealous of Michaels’ 
success, similar to Kurt Angle the previous year. 
Speaking of Kurt Angle, he and HBK had arguably 
the greatest WrestleMania match in history. Would 
Guerrero have been able to match it? I have no 
doubt. Imagine the creative things these two great 
wrestling minds would come up with, plus there’s 
no doubt the build up to the contest would be just 
as exciting with some incredible promos. 

Their in-ring styles are quite alike, and the WWE 
universe would be on the edge of their seats 
anticipating what they are about to see. No two 
wrestlers are more in-ring technicians than these, 
and this one would be talked about for years to 
come. Unfortunately, a match between Latino Heat 
and The Showstopper is a dream contest that we 
will sadly never get the chance to see.

THE OUTCOME
Twenty minutes or so of pulsating back and forth 
action would have elapsed. With Guerrero getting 
increasingly frustrated that he just can’t put 
Michaels down for the win. Guerrero signals the end 
is near as he climbed to the top rope to perform 
the Frog Splash, but Michaels would move out of 
the way sending Guerrero crashing to the mat. As a 
winded Guerrero struggled to his feet, HBK planted 
him with what would be the second Super Kick of 
the match to pick up the win. 

Winner – shawn michaels
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presents:

WWW.MERCH - STAND.COM

THE HARDY’S ‘ICONIC CREATURES’ T-SHIRT
One of the most influential tag teams of all time, The Hardy’s are still 
going strong, and performing better than ever in TNA. Always exciting, 
and never shy about showing their extreme side, Matt and Jeff are truly 
two of the Professional Wrestling’s modern greats.  Now, you can show 
your support for the high-flying brothers by picking up their new ‘Iconic 
Creatures’ shirt, exclusively on www.tnaeurostore.com Become a creature 
of the night!

Do you find yourself trawling the internet looking for ways to spend your reems of 
cash? Do you struggle to find the best selection of wrestling merchandise and just wish 
that some kind souls somewhere would compile a list every month so that you can 
quickly and easily browse the best merch the internet has to offer? yes?! oh well, look 
no further, this is: Total merch!

THE BLACK COLLECTION - 
EARLY YEARS OF TYLER BLACK - 5 DVD SET

Long before he was WWE’s ‘Mr Money In the Bank’ Seth Rollins, 
the man then-known as Tyler Black was causing a storm on the 

independent scene, rising through the ranks of every promotion he 
came through, proving himself time and time again to be a world 

class talent.
In this 5-Disc set, Highspots gives you a look at some of Black’s 

finest indpendent matches, from 2005 to 2008. Competing in 
matches against the likes of Matt Sydal, Jimmy Jacobs and Kevin 

Steen, the DVD set shows exactly why the man known as Tyler 
Black has reached such a huge point in his career! Get yours now 

at www.highspots.co.uk
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BULLET CLUB PARKER
They are the most dominant faction in New Japan Pro Wrestling, 

and now, you can show your support to Bullet Club by purchasing 
your own official Parker.  As seen worn in the ring by the likes 
of The Young Bucks, AJ Styles, Karl Anderson, and the rest of 
their Bullet Club brothers, this Parker is the official uniform of 

one of the hottest factions in wrestling today. Head over to www.
prowrestlingtees.com and get yours before they’re gone!

I H&S LANA T-SHIRT
It might be reliving the Cold War but Lana is enough to warm our 

hearts – even if her scowl doesn’t. This is a classic ‘80s Soviet 
styling for the modern age, Ivan Drago would approve, no doubt! 

Head over to www.squaredcircle.com

TRIPLE H WWE ICON SERIES LIMITED EDITION RESIN STATUE
The latest entry in the WWE Icon statue series is one that fans will be 
clawing to get their hands on. One of the all-time greats, Triple H stands 
atop a beautifully crafted base, weilding his trusty sledgehammer, and 
is ready for war!  This piece is a must for both WWE fans, and figurine 
collectors. A limited edition piece, this statue stands at 18 inches tall, and 
tops of any WWE figure collection on the planet. Get yours now while 
stocks last at www.wweshop.com

MIKEY WHIPLASH ‘I AM LEGION’ T-SHIRT 
In Insane Championship Wrestling, or anywhere else for that matter, there 
are very few men as terrifying as Mikey Whiplash. A veteran of the British 
wrestling scene, Whiplash is as talented as they come, but his mind is 
that of psychopath, ready to snap at any moment. Now aligned with the 
Sumerian Death Squad as part of Legion, Whiplash is more dangerous 
than ever.  Pledge your allegiance to Legion, and get your brand new ‘I 
Am Legion’ t-shirt now. This shirt, plus many more, is available at www.
insanewrestling.co.uk/shop
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THE WOLVES CELEBRATE WINNING THE 
TAG TITLES AS MATT HARDY APPLAUDS

BIRTHDAY BOY ROCKSTAR SPUD 
ANGRILY CALLS OUT EC3

MVP FIRES BACK WITH A 
YAKUzA KICK

DREW GALLOWAY 
ADDRESSES THE BDC
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O O O O O O O O H  Y E A H  -  T O P  5  M O M E N T SMACHO MAN HOF

T O P  5  M O M E N T S  O F  T H E  M A C H O  M A N

OOOOOOOH YEAH
it’s become one of the standout highlights 
of the Wrestlemania weekend and once 
again the night before Wrestlemania, WWe 
will honour a new batch of inductees into 
their hallowed hall of fame. for many, the 
hall was simply not complete without the 
iconic “macho man” randy savage and his 
induction is something that many thought 
they wouldn’t see. now, on the night before 
Wrestlemania 31 that all changes. for years 
his induction never seemed like it would 
come to fruition Total Wrestling takes a 
look at the career of savage and chronicles 
his top 5 moments..

When it comes to the Vince McMahon-
Savage saga, there is plenty to re-hash. 
WWE chairman, McMahon reportedly 
has had issues with Savage for many 
years, since seemingly the mid 1990’s 
when he transitioned his former champion 
into the role of colour commentator on 
television. Alongside another longstanding, 
unsubstantiated rumour. Regardless of the 
reasons for his exclusion, Savage’s induction 
alongside Ultimate Warrior last year, Bruno 

Sammartino the year before, seems like a 
pattern of McMahon (or is it Triple H?) righting 
past wrongs before it’s too late. It seems fair 
to say that the induction of Warrior last year 
had a profound effect on McMahon, especially 
considering his untimely death just three days 
later. It’s impossible for that story not to shake 
someone to their core.

McMahon isn’t one to show weakness 
publicly, but he hasn’t been shy about 
showing vulnerabilities in recent years, 
including sitting down with Steve Austin for 
his podcast recently. We’re witnessing the 
transformation of a man who was so guarded 
about his image in years gone by so much so 
that he seems to have somewhat humanised 
himself to a good portion of his audience. In 
regards to Savage’s induction, it’s been long 
overdue. Before Shawn Michaels was setting 
WrestleMania alight with ladder matches and 
classics year upon year, it was Randy Savage 
who was WWE’s go to man when it came to 
match quality on the grandest stage of them 
all. 
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THE FIRST 
MR WRESTLEMANIA

While most people watched WrestleMania 
III to see Hulk Hogan and Andre the Giant, it 
was Savage and Ricky Steamboat that most 
people spoke about when all was said and 
done. Many wrestlers over the past decade 
such as Chris Jericho, Daniel Bryan and 
CM Punk have attributed this match as an 
iconic moment in them wanting to become 
wrestlers. The match was a technical, heat 
building scorcher that showed that fans 
appreciated great wrestling. The crowd noise 
for the near falls have to heard to be believed 
and while Hogan slamming Andre was iconic 
Savage vs Steamboat stole the show.

T O T A L  W R E S T L I N G  M A G A z I N E
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At WrestleMania V, Savage gave Hogan his 
first great WrestleMania match when he 
carried the Hulkster to an excellent main 
event contest after a near year build. Using 
every dirty trick to build heat, Savage made 
Hogan look better than he ever had or maybe 
ever did. The best WrestleMania main event 
for many years until we reached the Shawn 
Michaels era ironically enough. 

At WrestleMania VII, Savage was up to his 
old tricks again when he faced the Ultimate 
Warrior in a career ending match. Savage 
once again had his carrying boots on as he 
singlehandedly walked Warrior through one of 
his best two matches ever and stole the show. 
The post-match angle where Savage and 
Elizabeth reunited had fans at ringside crying 
tears of joy. That was the power Savage had 
on the fans, he could have them booing his 
every move only to have them cheering him 
minutes later.

A year later, after having been reinstated 
in storylines, Savage took on Ric Flair at 
WrestleMania VIII in a world title match that 
featured Flair being busted open, genuine 
crowd heat and Savage winning his second 
world title. Another tour de force on the 
biggest stage of them all as Savage showed 
everyone that he was still one of the best 
at what he did and that against all range of 
opponents he was capable of stealing the 
show.

Looking at the history of the early 
WrestleMania’s and it could be argued that 
while Hogan pulled the buyrates, it was 
Savage who was carrying the events as 
far match quality went. Carrying five of six 
WrestleMania’s in a row, Savage not only stole 

the show but he was Mr WrestleMania before 
there was a Mr WrestleMania.

WINNING THE FIRST 
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP
WrestleMania IV was the first to feature no 
champion going in and be built around a 
tournament to crown a new one and it was 
one of Savage’s most iconic moments. Going 
through Butch Reed, Greg Valentine and One 
Man Gang to get to the final, fans believed 
this was going to be Savage’s night when 
both Hogan and Andre were eliminated at the 
quarter final stages. Taking on Ted Dibiase, 
who had the benefit of a bye to the final, 
fans were firmly behind Savage and reacted 
accordingly when he lifted the world title. This 
also signalled the start of the Mega Powers, 
the Savage and Hogan friendship and a 
year long storyline that would culminate at 
Wrestlemania V. More than being a poster boy, 
gaining the world championship proved to 
Savage that he was the best in ring performer 
WWE had to offer at that time.

Savage would hold the top belt in WWE 
one more time, but it was his first reign that 
had the most impact on the promotion. 
As champion he headlined the first ever 
SummerSlam, and his WrestleMania match 
with Hogan set what was then a PPV buy rate 
record. Savage done his duty and dropped 
the belt to Hogan but proved that someone 
other than Hogan could successfully carry the 
belt and keep the promotion in good business.
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KING OF THE RING
Before it became a Pay per view in 1993 the 
King of the Ring was already a yearly WWE 
tradition and before Bret Hart no one was 
more synonymous with the tournament than 
Savage. Winning his first KOTR in 1987, he 
would go on to win it again the following year 
becoming the first wrestler to win back to 
back KOTR tournaments. However, it was 
not until the next year he would use the name 
“Macho King” Randy Savage. That was after 
he had defeated Jim Duggan to win the king 
of the ring title and later had a coronation just 
to confirm the change. 

Savage adopted a new entrance where he 
was carried to the ring and had a new valet in 
Sensational Queen Sherri who routinely got 
involved in his matches. Savage went all the 
way with the heel character doing everything 
he could to get fans to hate him and reduced 
the amount of flash moves he would do 
or change them so they involved a more 
dastardly act. Savage was the first wrestler to 
really get the king gimmick over making a lot 
more of it than just wearing a robe and crown. 
It was a prime example of how much effort 
Savage put into his craft that he changed so 
much of a winning formula to get the king 
gimmick over.

MOVING TO WCW
By 1994, McMahon made the decision that he 
was going in a different direction with WWE 
by trying to push new faces such as Diesel, 
Hart and Michaels. In conjunction with this, 
McMahon also believed that Savage’s time 
as an in ring performer had come to an end 
and that he would be better suited to colour 
commentating. Savage on the other hand still 
felt that he had plenty to offer in the ring and 
so in late 1994 made the decision to leave 
WWE and strike a deal with WCW. During the 
October 31 Raw, Savage was jumped from 
behind by Bob Backlund and placed in the 
cross face chicken wing, selling the move 
Savage was helped to the back and would 
never appear in a WWE ring again. McMahon 
confirmed Savage’s departure on November 7 
Raw in a rare moment.
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Realising that WCW was in a creative mess 
and free fall Savage only made a few more 
appearances for the promotion the last of 
which was in a 41 man battle royal on the May 
3 2000, Thunder.

Savage, who by this point had lost some of 
his agility and had packed on huge amounts 
of muscle bulk to compensate for the loss of 
speed etc, deserved a better ending from a 
company in which he had been an integral 
part of. Unfortunately, WCW was in such a 
mess and dire straits that they simply didn’t 
give Savage the fitting finale his time in the 
promotion warranted.

FEUD WITH DIAMOND 
DALL AS PAGE

Aside from being a top star who could 
produce five star matches Savage was also 
known for putting people over the right 
way and elevating talent, one of whom was 
Diamond Dallas Page who Savage feuded 
with for close to eight months in 1997. 
Involving Page’s wife Kimberly and Elizabeth, 
who Savage had reunited with, the pair had 
blistering matches on PPV that routinely won 
match of the night. 

Page won their first singles encounter in which 
Savage sold for Page and made him look his 
equal. By the time their feud ending match 
took place a Halloween Havoc, the result was 
almost inconsequential as fans had accepted 
Page as a genuine star who on the same level 
as Savage. That Savage could only win the 
match via outside interference reaffirmed that 
point and the Las Vegas sudden death match, 
Last man standing rules, was so good that 
fans didn’t mind who had won. 

While Savage may have won the final match it 
was Page whose stock had risen and he came 
out with more momentum. That’s what Savage 
was capable of and in DDP he had his last 
great feud and gave back to WCW by handing 
them a white hot babyface.

After leaving WCW, he had a cup of coffee 
in TNA and with his in-ring career winding 
down, “Macho Man” stepped away from 
the spotlight, and a competitor who once 
thrived on being the most outlandish happily 
remarried and began enjoying life out of public 
view. When he passed away in 2011, the 
outpouring of emotion from WWE fans and the 
media reminded everyone that the world had 
a genuine star. Now, after years of clamouring, 
fans will finally see Savage become 
immortalised as a WWE Hall of Famer.
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THE SAD, SAD TALE OF

SAMOA JOE
hype can be an awful thing. Too many 
times to count, it has preceded wrestlers, 
and they failed to meet the expectations. 
but in rare circumstances, a wrestler will 
debut who meets every one. in 2005, it 
seemed like Tna could do no wrong. at 
a point where the biggest game in town, 
WWe, seemed bereft of creativity and were 
content to rest on their laurels, Tna offered 
a real substantive alternative, due in no 
small part to the athleticism and creativity 
of the x division.

Samoa Joe was a Ring of Honor standout 
and the ROH World Heavyweight Champion 
for 645 days, a record that hasn’t been 
approached. A large Samoan with a penchant 
for realistic, MMA-inspired maulings, Joe 
was a heavyweight who could move like 
a cruiserweight. Like a bullet train, Joe 
could fly around the ring as if concepts like 
gravity and inertia were mere suggestions. 
Joe was unique - a wrestler who could be 
faster, stronger and more technically gifted 
than nearly all opponents whilst still being 
able to relate to the crowd. And that’s why 

five days before Slammiversary 2005, the 
announcement of his addition to the X Division 
was a major coup for TNA.

Despite having a primarily high-flying roster, 
the X Division was no cruiserweight division 
— touting itself as being “not about weight 
limits, but no limits,” as Mike Tenay would 
convincingly order during Joe’s first forays 
on the roster. The X Division mostly served 
as a type of feeder system for independent 
talents to have spectacular, albeit spot-
heavy, matches with each other whilst, with 
few exceptions, a rotating cast of former 
WWE and WCW talent got the spotlight in 
TNA proper. Joe, however, was different. Joe 
was not merely a good indie wrestler or a 
guy with a unique look and some cool spots. 
He was a show stealer. In 2015, many laud 
WWE’s booking of Rusev as an unstoppable 
juggernaut, but TNA was doing the same thing 
undeniable better with Joe 10 years prior. 
Coming in to TNA, Samoa Joe had a name 
that preceded him and a mountain of hype to 
move. In the 18 months that followed, Joe not 
only exceeded that hype, but raised 

I was talking to delirious one time during a Ring of Honor meeting, and we were 
throwing out what if’s — you know, what if we try to sign this guy or that guy
 — and we looked at Samoa Joe, one of the most recognized Ring of Honor 
champions of all time, a tremendous athlete, and we both looked at each other 
and said with what TNA had done to him now, if we could get him, we’re not 
sure we’d even want him, and that’s sad to say for a talent like Samoa Joe.

Jim Cornette, december 2013

“

“

Words by coire mccrystal
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the bar on just how unstoppable a superstar 
could be. Take Brock Lesnar on the night 
of SummerSlam 2014 and stretch that 
momentum over 18 months, and that’s an 
inkling of the type of lightning TNA managed 
to catch in a bottle. 

TNA put Joe on a completely different 
shelf to anyone else in the company whilst 
simultaneously elevating the entire X Division 
by association. TNA has one five-star match 
to its name, and it comes courtesy of Joe, AJ 
Styles and Christopher Daniels at Unbreakable 
2005. So what went wrong? Why, after such 
a superlative debut, is this writer about to 
be so dour about nearly every other aspect 
of Samoa Joe’s TNA career? Unfortunately, 
much of the answer is systematic, automated 
and painful to watch.

After 18 months of untouched dominance, 
TNA fans were treated to an undeniable dream 
match. After leaving WWE, Kurt Angle landed 
in TNA and stated his objective clearly: he 
was going to be the first man to beat Samoa 
Joe. TNA previously sold this as unthinkable, 
but an opponent like Kurt Angle was a test 
Joe hadn’t faced. Angle was one of the most 
believable tough guys of the industry. Whilst 
this dream match was a gift for some, other 
fans found it to be a curse. This was, to some, 

Joe being fed to Kurt. After all, Angle was a 
mammoth acquisition. TNA weren’t about to 
spoil it by giving Kurt a loss on his first night in 
the company.  No one can deny Kurt Angle’s 
ability. After all, Joe would get a rub by 
merely holding his own in the ring with Angle! 
Unfortunately, this wasn’t the case.

Joe’s protected run in the company didn’t 
shatter immediately. It cracked — 6 months 
prior to this match, Joe was given something 
of a test run in the heavyweight division. The 
story went that Sting needed a tag team 
partner to take on Jeff Jarrett and Scott 
Steiner. Sting picked Joe, and as a result, 
Joe was given the rub of being able to beat 

Jarrett. Joe pinned 
the founder of the 
company, a man who 
for years had been a 
perennial heavyweight 
champion and the 
centre-piece of the 
promotion. And then 
nothing. The Sting/
Jarrett feud continued, 

and Joe ascended to the heavyweight 
division, where he didn’t do much for a while. 
Sure, Joe was still winning matches against 
reputable opponents, but he was only on the 
fringe of the Heavyweight Title picture. Maybe 
it was because TNA didn’t think he was ready. 
Maybe it was because the brass didn’t think 
he needed the title to get over. But the fact 
of the matter remained: Samoa Joe had the 
support of the fans and, more importantly, Joe 
did not have much else going on.

Now Samoa Joe is undefeated, he’s 
unbeatable, he’s unbreakable! What 
TNA forgot to tell me is, I didn’t 
know Samoa Joe was a bleeder.

Kurt Angle, October 2006

“ “
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The matches were good, but without the goal 
of winning the title, the wins seemed hollow, 
and being so interminably on the edge of the 
title scene made it seem that Joe was just 
“there”.

After tapping out to Angle’s Ankle Lock, 
TNA did right by Joe and gave him a win 
against Angle the next month. However, the 
next few months were a painful period of 
TNA being reluctant to finally pull the trigger 
on a Joe title run. He received a title match 
against Angle at Hard Justice 2007 and, in 
an attempt to make things interesting, TNA 
threw everything they had at this match — as 
in every title. In a bizarre series of events, Joe 
was the X Division Champion and the Tag 
Team Champions by himself, and Angle was 
not only the TNA Champion, but also the Inoki 
Genome Federation’s IWGP Champion. The 
match, however, was an elaborate ploy to 
introduce Karen Angle — then Angle’s wife, 
now Jarrett’s — as a character, whereby she 
screwed Joe out of the title. 
Joe stagnated in upper-midcard feuds for the 
rest of 2007, and most of the lustre was lost. 
He was still in upper-midcard feuds and 
most of the lustre was lost, but he wasn’t 
a hopeless case. His matches were still 
entertaining and he could still be an 
unstoppable monster if TNA would just turn 
the volume up on him. Joe turned up the 
volume himself.

At Turning Point 2007, TNA gave Joe a live 
microphone. The main event was supposed 
to be Joe, Scott Hall and Kevin Nash facing 
Angle, Styles and Tyson Tomko, but Hall no-
showed. Joe, as beloved as he was with the 
fans, was sent out to try and smooth things 
over. Instead, in front of a visibly irate Kevin 
Nash and increasingly worried company 
leader Dixie Carter, Joe cut a scathing promo 
that took aim at the massive elephant in the 
room. TNA was infested with WWE castoffs 
and WCW retirees, while the wrestlers working 
the hardest were getting the least credit. He 
even challenged the company to fire him.

TNA spun this narrative thread into a storyline 
with Kevin Nash, and eventually Joe received 
another title shot against Angle at Lockdown 
2008 in a decent, yet bizarre, Mixed Martial 
Arts-style match in the Six Sides of Steel. 
Joe won to begin his only reign as TNA World 
Heavyweight Champion.

Unfortunately, there was no grand plan to 
cement Joe as a noteworthy champion. 
After a few defences in multi-man matches 
lacking in storylines to support them, Booker 
T literally whined his way into a series of 
TNA Heavyweight Title matches. Joe, at this 
period, was a victim of Vince Russo’s booking. 
As champion, he may have been booked to 
be intimidating, but his matches were always 
lacking — either the storylines were weak, 
or there was no clean finish. Eventually TNA 
aborted the experiment and hotshotted the 
title back to Sting.

After losing the title, Joe continued to float in 
limbo before disappearing. He returned with 
the disastrous one-man Nation of Violence, 
which was eerily reminiscent of the Ultimate 
Warrior’s One Warrior Nation in WCW. After 
rallying against the Main Event Mafia stable 
for a few months, Joe announced Taz would 
be his new manager and joined the group. He 
could’ve had all the talent and charisma in the 
world, but it didn’t matter. He was booked into 
oblivion, or nearly worse — Russo booked 

him to win the X Division Championship. The 
halcyon days of the division were over by 
2009, and Kevin Nash derided it as “basically 
filler”. The longest ROH World Champion in 
history, a catalyst of TNA’s greatest match 
ever and The Wrestling Observer’s Most 
Outstanding Wrestler of 2005 was “basically 
filler” 4 years later.

After the Main Event Mafia broke up, Joe put 
over the newly signed Orlando Jordan, whose 
TNA career mainly consistent of downright 
peculiar and pornographic midcard fare. 
Almost thankfully, Joe was abducted by

Are you mad? 
Go ahead, fire me, I don’t care.

Samoa Joe, december 2007

“

“

I don’t like getting in verbal spats with people 
who I don’t think are worth my time or my 
effort, and a dude in particular is Vince Russo.

Samoa Joe, January 2014

“ “
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troupe of masked men and thrown into a van, 
and he disappeared for a while. But there 
was no follow-up to the storyline abduction, 
and he was reintroduced with little fanfare 
and put into a utility role. He had a notable 
blowup at the production crew spoiling his 
match with Jeff Hardy on the July 22, 2010, 
episode of IMPACT!, by having a countdown 
to what became a 10-minute draw. Joe was 
suspended indefinitely and returned a month 
later.

Post-suspension Joe against floated around 
the upper midcard. He had a feud with Jarrett 
that gave birth to the hilarious “Double J 
Double M-A” invitational, wherein Jarrett 
vastly overestimated his ability as a shoot 
fighter following a fluke win over Joe. It was 
also around this time that Joe had an expiring 
contract, a lifeline for Samoa Joe fans who 
had enough. But he re-signed and was 
placed in a feud with D’Angelo Dinero that 
not only harmed their careers, but also that of 
Kazuchika Okada, who was turned into Joe’s 
Green Hornet-inspired sidekick Okato. Okada 
eventually recovered and became one of New 
Japan Pro Wrestling’s biggest stars after his 
return, but his TNA run is frequently used now 
to belittle him for laughs.

Joe then went on a losing streak before 
experiencing a renaissance as a tag-team 
wrestler with the previously overlooked 
Magnus. The two were paired up reportedly 
because they were both unhappy with 
their position in the company. Magnus and 
Joe were an odd pairing, but they were 
successful, even capturing the TNA Tag 
Team Championship from Matt Morgan and 
Crimson, whose push that involved a Samoa 
Joe-like winning streak failed. Eventually the 
pair was broken up, and Joe headed back 
to the X Division before settling on the TNA 
Television Title. This championship’s prestige 
was nonexistent — it had three names in 
its first 2 years, it once disappeared as its 
champion’s contract expired, and Abyss 
silently held it for nearly a year and a half 

before Angle deactivated it last year. Joe 
occupied his time with the TV Title and various 
Aces & Eights shenanigans, the lowest point 
of which probably was tagging with Eric 
Bischoff’s son, Garret.

Following Aces & Eights’ collapse, Joe 
ascended to challenge Magnus for the world 
title. Magnus was the definition of a paper 
champion, defeating Hardy and Styles in 
matches that made the outgoing challenger 
look horribly weak. Abyss, who always 
interferes as the heel muscle, did so again and 
cost Joe the title at Lockdown 2014.

After taking time off, Joe returned last May 
to do very little until winning the X Division 
Title in June. He had to relinquish the title 
due to injury, then he returned to form a tag 
team with Low-Ki and turn heel to serve as a 
lackey for MVP, another ex-WWE hire, in the 
Beat Down Clan. In his final TNA match at 
Lockdown, which aired Feb. 6, the BDC came 
up short against a team led by Angle — a 
fitting end, in some ways, to Joe’s run in the 
company.

We were both always 
pissed off, so we could 
be pissed off together.

Magnus, 
September 2013

“ “

you guys have been using me 
in a utilitarian way for the past 2 
or 3 years. I’m ready to get s--t 
done. If you want to run with 
me, It’s going to be this year.

Samoa Joe, January 2014

It kinda was a 
culmination over the 
past few months of 
various factors, various 
reasons. you kind of 
come to these big 
decisions, and I kind of 
looked around saw the 
landscape of things and 
thought it was the time.

Samoa Joe, 
February 2015

“

“

“

“
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WWE should sign Samoa Joe as soon 
as his TNA contract is up. One of my 
favourite workers in today’s game. 

Needs a full green light push

“ “

To say Samoa Joe’s career in TNA was a 
failure would be unfair. Samoa Joe achieved 
every accolade TNA had, and did so while 
being one of the most popular stars on the 
roster. The problem was the company never 
capitalised on his popularity. Instead of using 
big names to make Joe a bigger name, TNA 
did the opposite and used him to make big 
names seem bigger. After being the new toy 
and having an 18-month unbeaten streak, Joe 
was the one used to put over the next new toy 
that came alone.

The silver lining is that it is fairly accepted 
TNA could have done a lot more with Joe. 

Ring of Honor and the independent circuit will 
try to do just that. Styles went a similar route 
last year, and his career has rarely looked 
brighter. Joe’s options appear limitless. He 
could challenge Jay Briscoe for a second 
ROH World Title reign, he could go to New 
Japan and have a dream match for Shinsuke 
Nakamura for the IWGP Intercontinental 
Championship or maybe, just maybe, WWE 
could take Stone Cold’s advice and give Joe a 
go.

What will be next for the now-free Samoa 
Joe? Only time will tell.
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The predetermined nature of professional 
wrestling makes one think that planning the 
best possible scenario isn’t a difficult thing 
to do. Other television shows are filmed 
far enough in advance that sometimes it is 
hard to determine how people will respond 
to developing storylines, while sports have 
the issue of having to deal with the obvious 
unknown; who is going to win? Wrestling sits 
somewhere nicely in the middle. Throughout 
the long and storied history of WWe, vince 
mcmahon (Junior and senior) have built their 
business model around their “golden child” – 
a wrestler who they are banking the fortunes 
of the organisation on above everyone else. 
Whilst this approach is fine in theory, what 
happens when it doesn’t work? neil Topping 
takes a look at the more interesting times 
when things haven’t exactly gone to plan for 
WWe.

Prior to the advent of 
“Hulkamania” in the mid 1980s, 
WWE spent a significant 
amount of time pushing Bruno 
Sammartino and Bob Backlund 
as the golden child of the 
organisation, with cumulative 
title durations of 4040 and 2135 
days, respectively. Title reigns of 
this length are unheard of in the 
modern era of pro wrestling, and 
for good reason; the world moves 
so fast that fans simply would 
not accept one wrestler being on 
top for such a long time. But it 
worked well in the territorial era 
of grappling, and both wrestlers 
were ultimately very successful 
world champions, drawing significant houses for 
the McMahons.

Vincent K McMahon was shrewd enough to 
ride the crest of the ‘80s wrestling boom with 
Hulk Hogan as perennial title holder, with the 
Hulkster clocking in a reign of over 4 years 
from 1984-88. Even when Hogan lost the title 
during an infamous match with Andre the Giant 
prior to Wrestlemania IV, he remained on top of 

the promotion in terms of billing, and for that 
reason, both Randy Savage and Ultimate Warrior 
had difficulty in really asserting themselves as 
credible, money drawing main eventers in the 
late ‘80s and early ‘90s. Quite rightly, Hogan was 
the golden child of the latter half of the 1980s, 
deserving the accolade by doing incredible 
business for Titan Sports during a period where 
wrestling was incredibly popular. It seemed 
like the gravy train would never end, but the 
initial steroid scandal in 1991 and a decrease in 
popularity for “The Immortal One” meant that his 
temporary retirement in 1992 came at a good 
time for the California native. 

McMahon almost immediately thought he could 
recapture the public’s imagination and recreate 
the wave of popularity that Hogan achieved, with 
a babyface turn out of nowhere for Lex Luger 
during the Yokozuna bodyslam challenge held 
aboard the USS Intrepid on 4th July 1993. The 

turn itself was well received by 
the live crowd, and the company 
threw their weight behind the 
former WCW champion in a big 
way, with a cross-country bus tour 
on the “Lex Express” leading up 
to Summerslam 93. While WWE 
painted Luger as an American 
hero and the ultimate babyface, 
his lack of connection with the 
fans was obvious and when he 
didn’t win the title from Yokozuna 
in the main event of SummerSlam, 
it was a long and painful trip 
back to obscurity for the former 
Total Package. WWE thought 
that they could slot someone into 

Hogan’s massive shoes, and the 
fans rejected it, much preferring Bret Hart’s more 
organic route to the main events that occurred 
both prior to and following the failed Luger 
experiment.

The wrestling landscape changed quite a bit 
throughout the ‘90s, with the aforementioned 
steroid-related woes meaning the introduction 
of drug testing and the move to featuring 
wrestlers with more realistic physiques. The main 

THE M CMAHON THEORYGOLDEN C H I L D

- HOGAN’S A GOLdEN CHILd BROTHER!
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benefactors of these were both Hart and Shawn 
Michaels, who while offering an in-ring effort that 
was multiple times better than what Hogan or 
Luger could, unfortunately occurred at the same 
time as a significant dip in the fortunes of the 
grappling game as a whole. McMahon probably 
never really saw either as long term company 
flag bearers, but it made sense to go with both at 
the time. The rise of Steve Austin in the late ‘90s 
took things in a different direction.

Austin was never hired to be a top guy – he has 
said so numerous times himself in print and 
in his twice weekly podcasts. But, a perfect 
storm of a rapidly changing wrestling business, 
superior performances both in the ring and 
on the mic and some serious pressure from a 
reborn WCW meant that Austin was thrust to 
the top of the card in early 1998. His build was 
restrained, coming during a slow build from the 
spring of 1996 when he won the King of the Ring 
tournament. But it was obvious very quickly 
that Austin was headed for the top. McMahon 
and WWE wisely got onboard and “Stone Cold” 
became the golden child of the Attitude era. 
WWE caught fire again and Austin broke all kinds 
of box office records, becoming more successful 
than Hogan in a more constrained period of time 
in a number of different ways. Whilst his success 
was threatened by neck surgery in 1999 and 
the popularity of the Rock during the turn of the 
millennium, Austin had an incredible time on top 
and was more than deserving of the preferential 
booking he received – he was literally all over 
WWE TV from 98 to 2002.

All good things come to an end as they say, and 
while Austin probably retired at the perfect time 
to leave his legacy untarnished, it was obvious 
that things were heading downhill before he 
temporarily left the organisation in mid 2002. 
He did return to WWE in 2003 before retiring 
for good after a final match with the Rock at 
WrestleMania. WWE was back in the situation 
where they had an opportunity to build a core 
group of top line main eventers, but instead 
have tried to recreate the magic of one man 
standing on top of all others. Whilst HHH, Chris 
Benoit, Brock Lesnar and others have had their 
moments in the sun during the post-Austin era, 
one man stands head and shoulders above the 
rest in terms of sheer effort behind the WWE’s 
promotional machine – John Cena.

After becoming incredibly popular following his 
rapper-based heel gimmick, Cena was moved 
to the top of the card in 2005 following his WWE 
Championship win against JBL at Wrestlemania 
21. Since then, Cena has mostly been force fed 

to fans in a “you’ll like what we 
tell you to like” scenario, which 
has amazingly been going on for a 
full decade now. Cena represents 
the ultimate golden child for WWE, 
because he has been on top for 
much longer and had significantly 
more exposure in terms of TV 
time than both Hogan and Austin 
combined. The pain point for many 
fans is that Cena is incredibly 
unpopular with most fans over the 
age of 13 or 14. Whilst WWE tries 
to paint Cena as “controversial”, 
he is anything but that, and is seen 
by the vast majority as a toe-the-
line corporate shill. His multiple title 
reigns and preferential treatment 
over many others has turned a lot of 
fans away from wrestling altogether. 
But for all the negatives, he works 
hard, is capable of good to great 
matches with the right opponent 
and sells a lot pf merchandise for 
kids. In the days where the short 
term bottom line matters to the 
WWE shareholders, he has been in 
the prime position to be kept on top.

Throughout the years, there have 
been many short-term pretenders 
to the throne of genuine company 
figurehead – aside from the 
wrestlers mentioned above, you 
have experiments with Kevin Nash, 
Chris Jericho, Dave Batista and 
Undertaker. More recently, CM Punk 
was given the opportunity to have 
the longest title reign in the modern 
era. But he was never once position 
above Cena on the company totem 
pole, and ultimately left WWE in 
disgust last year. WWE will only ever 
allow their own “chosen ones” to 
sit at the top of the company, and 
whether this will change in a post-
Vince McMahon world remains to 
be seen.

Ultimately, it would be better for 
the company and the business as 
a whole to have a core group of 
rotatable main eventers who have 
genuine opportunities to be seen as 
the drawing card for here and now. 
But WWE has never went down 
this route, and until they go, we will 
likely see a few more becoming 
“Golden Child” in the future. 

C H I L D
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With WWe fastlane in the books and our 
Wrestlemania main event, now concrete, 
mark moore takes a look at the fallout 
from fastlane and looks at the company’s 
task of bringing everything together for 
Wrestlemania 31.

Down the years it’s been said that 
WrestleMania 13, is the one that Vince didn’t 
know what to do with by various wrestlers 
who were involved with WWE at the time. Due 
to a litany of events such as Shawn Michaels 
pulling out through injury, Bret Hart’s return 
a few months previous not gaining enough 
traction and heel Steve Austin eliciting cheers, 
Vince was left in a real bind. With the biggest 
show of the year looming Vince had no main 
event or general direction for the aftermath of 
the show. The result of this was Wrestlemania 
13 was the only WrestleMania to never sell out 
and also attracted the lowest PPV buy rate in 
Wrestlemania history.

Since that fateful WrestleMania we have had 
a rough to good idea of what the main event 
and matches will be on the biggest show of 
the year. Sure, there have been injuries that 

have scuppered plans like in 2007 when Triple 
H got injured and so his rematch with John 
Cena was off. Also wrestlers have been 
known to turn matches down such as Steve 
Austin, who didn’t want to work with Hogan 
at Wrestlemania 18. Austin has said he didn’t 
feel he was in the right place mentally at the 
time, though the much more likely event is 
that Austin didn’t want to work with master 
manipulator Hogan who would likely steal the 
crowd on the night.

Even last year when it appeared WWE was 
hell bent on giving fans Randy Orton and 
Batista, by the middle of February fans had 
made it impossible for WWE to present that 
match and so it was obvious things were 
going to change. It seemed almost inevitable 
that history would repeat itself this year as 
Roman Reigns was ferociously booed upon 
winning the Rumble match and fans seemed 
to be backing Daniel Bryan once again. 

Over the next few weeks fans would not be 
so vehemently opposed to Reigns though 
it’s fair to say he receives a mixed reaction at 
best. WWE seemed to try and smartly position 
Bryan as the man who was receiving another 
crack despite not earning it, while Reigns 
had to seemingly earn his WrestleMania spot 
twice. Thankfully for WWE, fans in Memphis 
were indifferent to most of the action between

W R E S T L E M A N I A  3 1

B R I N G I N G  I T  A L L  T O G ET H E R
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the two at Fast Lane and while there wasn’t 
an overwhelming show of support for Reigns 
after spearing Bryan for the win at least he 
didn’t get the Royal Rumble treatment.

Therefore, at long last and with just five weeks 
left to go it would appear that Vince McMahon 
finally made his mind up and has plumped for 
Reigns vs Brock Lesnar at Wrestlemania 31. 
While most naturally assume that Reigns will 
go over on March 29, the outcome could well 
depend on if Lesnar re-signs with WWE or 
decides to go back and try his hand at MMA 
again. If indeed Lesnar stays with WWE then 
he may will turn face, something that former 
WWE writer, Court Bauer stated in his TW 
column, last month.

“ Like CM Punk and Stone Cold Steve Austin, 

Brock Lesnar is authentic, the real thing and 

just like Punk and Austin, he is super over.  

“From a business perspective, a babyface 

Lesnar being your dominant babyface on top 

has great marketing appeal.  A case could be 

made such a move would keep WWE Network 

subscription numbers going in the right 

direction as well as keep product interest at its 

current level - if not higher. ”
Alternatively, if Lesnar is leaving then WWE 
may well leak that information and fans will 
turn on Lesnar at the big show. Worst case 
scenario with Lesnar leaving is that fans end 
up booing both men much like Wrestlemania 
20, when Lesnar faced Goldberg. It would 
appear that while McMahon has solved one 
problem about his participants in main event, 
he now has the conundrum of who will go 
over and how.
Triple H vs Sting was announced at Fast Lane 
and as of right now we have yet to hear from 
Sting or having any idea what his actual 

motives are. Those are the least of the issues 
however as the match itself will present 
creative with a challenge in layout and 
structure. With a combined age of nearly 100 
both have seen better days in the ring and in 
the case of Sting, his last few outings in TNA 
were particularly painful to watch. 

No doubt the match will be given all the 
assistance and short cuts it needs and WWE 
will be hopeful the nostalgic audience will 
come through in providing the big match feel. 
In terms of the outcome, Sting has to go over 
as it would be crazy to think that his first ever 
WWE match will result in defeat. While a loss 
for Triple H at this stage of his career does him 
no harm.

In other matters, Bray Wyatt revealed that his 
spooky promos were aimed at the Undertaker 
and so made a challenge to dead man for a 
match at WrestleMania so he could send him 
home, the very place Taker has been since the 
last WrestleMania funnily enough. Interest in 
a Taker match is hard to gauge seeing as the 
streak is over. 

It must also be noted that the quality of the 
match has to be in question as one would 
assume that all the shortcuts and trickery will 
be saved for Triple H and Sting, so Taker and 
Wyatt would have to find another way to have 
a “Wrestlemania” quality match. That could 
be difficult given Taker’s advancing years and 
Wyatt’s inability to have very good matches 
with anyone aside of Daniel Bryan and tag 
matches. When Wyatt has had to go solo 
against an average worker the results vary 
from mediocre, against John Cena and to 
poor, against Kane.

Cena may have lost to Rusev but the 
somewhat dirty finish to the match leaves 
the door open for a rematch in what will 
presumably be Cena exacting his revenge 
and ending Rusev’s undefeated streak and 
momentum. It came as no surprise when 
Cena just stood up after Rusev’s finishing 
move that has stopped everyone else in their 
tracks. Yes fans will point to the finish and say 
Cena still went down to the move but only 
after a low blow. If Cena was going to put 
Rusev over cleanly then he could have done 
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so at Fast Lane or alternatively put Bray 
Wyatt over cleanly at WrestleMania last year. 
A rematch will mean one thing only and that 
spells trouble for the Rusev character.
Seth Rollins and Randy Orton look set to 
collide in what should be a fun match given 
10 minutes or so and the added addition 
of J&J Security should help rather than 
hinder. After the finishes at Fast Lane,it 
seems logical to think that Paige and Dean 
Ambrose will get another crack at the Divas 
and Intercontinental title’s respectively. More 
likely however is every Diva being involved 
in some sort of tag match or gauntlet battle 
while Ambrose against Barrett could end up 
relegated to the pre match or given a paltry 
amount of time to tell any kind of story.
The Rhodes brothers may finally get their wish 
and have a match against each other on the 
grandest stage of them all but again they can 
expect far less than the near nine minutes 
they received at Fast Lane and the chants of 
boring in said match will not have helped their 
cause. Unfortunately, this match is around 
three years too late and fans simply don’t 
care about the nonsensical frivolous Stardust 
character.

Some have speculated that maybe an NXT 
match will take place and while that is a nice 
theory in practice it simply wouldn’t play out 

well. Having guys like Finn Balor and Adrian 
Neville rush through a series of moves in 
four minutes would be a disservice to the 
performers and the NXT brand at this juncture. 
Of course if given 10 minutes it would be 
different but under the circumstances that 
seems unlikely at best.

That just leaves the matter of Daniel Bryan, 
Dolph Ziggler, Big Show, Kane and the 
returning Sheamus. Bryan has maybe just the 
slightest chance of being inserted into the 
main event still depending on crowd reactions 
but it seems more likely that he will face 
Sheamus or Ziggler come March 29. Sheamus 
would represent a third Wrestlemania match 
between the pair though as Bryan has won 
neither, they can’t go down the rubber match 
route. Also as only one match was actually 
on PPV, (their first being a dark match at 
Wrestlemania 27) both matches lasted a 
combined 4:38, the sell for this contest could 
be harder than one thinks.

Alternatively a match against Ziggler could be 
built around who is the best wrestler and while 
I doubt it’s the position fans would want both 
in, at least it is a match they would want to 
see and given the right amount of time could 
be a classic.

- NXT STANdOUT FINN BALOR MAKES HIS ENTRANCE
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As for the other members of the roster as 
usual they will have to fight it out for the 
remaining scraps of time left over from the 
grand entrances and no doubt mini concert 
from some musician. That is the thing with 
WrestleMania, the matches only play a part of 
the entire spectacle, they are sandwiched  
in between video packages, live music 
entrances and Kevin Dunn’s pyrotechnics. It 
doesn’t matter if entrances last longer than 
some matches as this is different to any other 
show that WWE produce. 

That’s why there is always a dip in business 
after WrestleMania, take a look at the 
combatants in the top three matches in 
particular Lesnar and Triple H are barely 
seen in a wrestling capacity and Sting and 
Undertaker will all be gone within two weeks 
of the event. It will be left to the guys who 
only get five minutes at the Levi’s stadium 
to fill in and carry the load on the lesser 
shows. That is how the system works, that’s 
how WrestleMania works and looking at the 
numbers, fans are more than happy with it.
Beyond WrestleMania if Reigns does turn heel 
then surely a feud with Cena awaits him, or 
perhaps they could go with Bryan until Lesnar 
returns around SummerSlam one would 
think. Obviously, the main theory is if Reigns 
turns heel then will he be paired up with Paul 

Heyman in some fashion? While Heyman has 
proved to be gold for Lesnar, the same could 
not be said of his pairings with Curtis Axel, 
Ryback or Cesaro. 

Reigns, it must be said doesn’t really need 
Heyman as much as people think and whether 
face or heel, Reigns should be allowed to 
stand on his own. Bear in mind it doesn’t do 
well to have a heel champion and heel owner 
of the money in the bank briefcase. Seth 
Rollins will seemingly play a big part in
post WrestleMania plans and a cash in the 
night after the event has always proved rather 
popular in front of what is one of the more 
vocal crowds of the year.

WWE will have to start implementing some 
long term strategy however as this could and 
should be Undertaker’s last match, Sting’s 
only WWE match, Lesnar could well leave, 
there is only so much Triple H can do and 
Cena’s injury list is getting bigger and bigger 
each year. WWE have stalled for far too 
long in remaining the same and taking the 
safe options. In terms of building new stars 
and permanent headline acts including for 
WrestleMania, as Cena himself would say, 
WWE your time is up their time is now.

- FORMER SHIELd MEMBER ANd NUMBER ONE CONTENdER ROMAN REIGNS
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ON THE SPOT WITH:
BOBBY L ASHLEY

The Tna maximum impact Tour vii had a lot of 
big spots and highlights including the Tna uk 
debut of bobby lashley. Whilst in the uk, Total 
Wrestling’s darragh o’connor caught up with 
lashley about being in Tna, his thoughts on the 
uk and his dominance in the mma world.

TW: how was 2014 for you?

Lashley: It felt great [to be back in a TNA ring]. 
Just to get that opportunity, one that came out of 
nowhere, I was really excited to get back to what 
I love. We started things off on a trail bases and it 
worked so well that it opened a lot of doors for me 
for a longer partnership between myself and TNA. I 
am excited about the future that’s for sure.

how does it feel to have made your debut in the 
uk with Tna? 

It feels great. The UK area is great; everywhere 
you go [in the UK] you always get great crowds. 
London is always a cool place to go and perform. I 
had never been to Scotland before.

are there any differences between you as a heel 
and you as a face?

My character is kinda the same…good guy, bad 
guy I wrestle pretty much the same. I go in with the 
same mentality that I had when I was a bad guy.

Talk to me about your awesome series with 
bobby roode

Bobby [Roode] is the prefect kind of competitor 
to go against. He works hard and he trains hard. 
Some people can’t go the pace or the length that 
we were going and keep up. It was really refreshing 
to be against someone that is in shape and ready 
to go to battle.

52

- LASHLEy AT TNA’S PENSyLVANIA TAPINGS



t o t a l  w r e s t l i n g  m a g a z i n e
53

TH
E B

OS
S -

 LA
SH

LE
Y

P L A N E T  W R E S T L I N G  -  F E A T U R E S  -  I N T E R V I E W S  -  U K  -  P U R O  -  C O L U M N S  -  R E V I E W S

You’re not only juggling TNA but your MMA 
career and you’re a family man. What’s that 
like?

Yea, it’s pretty insane. But you know, you 
only live once and I enjoy it. I try to embrace 
everything as much as I can. Outside of 
playing a few round of golf, I am doing 
everything that I want to do right now…I 
spend a lot of time with my kids which is really 
important and I get the opportunity to train as 
much as I can at the gym. And I get to do my 
thing in the wrestling ring.

What are the differences between mma 
and Wrestling Training? 

For me, I like to stay in good shape anyway. 
But when I have a fight, I will ramp up my 
training a little bit more to get more focused 
and driven. For the most part, they’re the 
same. I’ve gone away from the bodybuilding 
style of training to a more function, circuit 
style training. I just change my workout 
slightly depending on if it’s TNA or MMA.

can you give me some information about 
his next Bellator fight. 

Lashley: “We have a contract on the table, 
right now. We’re just crossing the T’s and 

dotting the I’s so I can fight and wrestle with 
TNA at the same time. I just have to sit down 
with the TNA Officials.

What is your take on wrestlers doing mma?

I don’t think there are so many. There are a 
couple that can do it; but everyone is jumping 
to the MMA world, right now. I know some 
guys have expressed interest but I don’t think 
there’ll be many. Right now, we have myself, 
Punk, potential with Brock and others at a 
small level. I don’t see huge movement by 
wrestlers to MMA.

do you have anything left to accomplish in 
Tna? 

I’ve never had the opportunity to work with 
the Tag Teams. I’d like to get a tag partner 
and go after the TNA Tag Titles. TNA has 
the Hardys and the Wolves; I’d love to mix 
it up with them. I think they have incredible 
matches and I’d like to see what I can do in 
the tag team environment.

you can see bobby lashley every week on 
Tna impact Wrestling on challenge in the 
uk and ireland every sunday night at 
9pm, as well as on destination america
in the usa.

- LASHLEy AT TNA’S PENSyLVANIA TAPINGS
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O N  T H E  S P O T  -  M I C H A E L  K I N G S T O N

ON THE SPOT WITH:
MICHAEL KINGSTON
HEADLOCKED

Whether it’s larger than life characters, muscular, 
spandex-wearing men flying through the air as they 
tangle with their arch-nemesis’ in the eternal battle 
of good versus evil or intricate storylines, the world 
of comics and professional wrestling have a lot in 
common and have even at times crossed over. one 
such project bringing the two art-forms together 
is headlocked, a story following mike hartmann 
who after discovering wrestling, wants to chase 
his newly found dream and make it to the top of 
the WfW. Total Wrestling caught up with creator 
michael kingston, to talk headlocked..

Total Wrestling: headlocked is a pretty unique 
concept in the story and the way it’s come about 
please talk about its beginnings...

michael kingston: 
I’ve been a fan of wrestling and comics since I was 8 
years old. The one thing that always stuck out to me 
was that there were never any really good wrestling 
comics. Every few years WWE would put out a book, 
WCW put out a book, and they were all awful. So when 
I created Headlocked, my intention was to write a 
wrestling comic book that I think wrestling fans would 

want to read. 

how does having michel mulipola, an actual 
wrestler, providing art on the series help the 
creative process? 

He’s been so critical to our success. Aside from being 
an incredible artist, he just knows the material. He 
knows wrestling, he knows the moves, he has great 
costume ideas, and his compositions are amazing. 
And from his experience, he’s really able to put a ton of 
authentic detail in there that no other artist would even 
know. I couldn’t ask for a better collaborator.   

Was the mike hartmann character based on anyone 
in particular? 

While I understand that wrestling fans are going to be 
my target audience, I also wanted to make the book 
accessible to anyone. So Hartmann was created as 
a blank slate, he knows what wrestling is but doesn’t 
know a whole lot about it. So when we send him on 
this journey through the business, anyone can take that 
journey along with him.  
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mind or did the story just progress that way?

My goal with the series has always been a complete 
exploration of the wrestling business. But trying to tell 
a contemporary story of the old territory days is tricky 
since the territories don’t exist anymore. So I tried to 
think of a way that a territory might survive in today’s 
environment. 

Part of the plan by throwing Hartmann into this 
environment is that its an interesting way to come of 
age. The wrestling business used to be dominated by 
men’s men. When you think of guys like Dick Murdoch, 
Stan Hansen, Dick Slater, could you ever imagine any 
of them having a Twitter account or taking selfies? 
It’s just a different time now. I thought it would be 
interesting to take Hartmann, a fresh faced suburban 
kid, and drop him in the middle of a promotion filled 
with old school men and see what happens.

How would you feel about Headlocked being made into 
a film and who would you like to play Mike Hartmann?
Since it’s a journey type story, I’m not sure you could 
make this into a traditional film. If I were to expand it 
to other media, I’d prefer either a television series or 
a cartoon. I’d love to be able to do a cartoon using 
actual wrestlers as voices. We actually have a short 
Headlocked motion comic up on YouTube featuring 
Ken Anderson and Kevin Gill providing the voices.
As for who would play him? Stephen Amell would be 
a dream. He did a great job differentiating between 
playboy Oliver and Arrow and that type of range would 
be needed to play Mike Hartmann at both ends of his 
journey. 

how did the deal with Jerry lawler and the other 
wrestlers come about?

One of the things that I think differentiates Headlocked 
from past wrestling comics is that everyone associated 
with the book has a passion for wrestling and 
comics. When I started Headlocked, it was a simple 
independent comic. As I went along, I began to attract 
the attention of various wrestlers that were into comics. 
Shane Helms and RVD both discovered Headlocked by 
coming to my table at SDCC and buying a copy. I’ve 
been fortunate enough that all the guys have really liked 
what I had done and were very eager to do what they 
could to help raise our profile.  

Lawler was a different case. I actually reached out to 
him through his website to do a cover. I sent him some 
books, he liked what we were doing, and he agreed to 
be the cover artist. He’s done 3 covers so far and is the 
regular full-time cover artist on the series. He loves art 
and comics and we usually do 5-6 comic cons a year 
together. It’s fun for him. 
What has having guys like Lawler, Booker T, Kazarian 
and John Morrison done for the credibility and 
exposure of Headlocked?

It’s been amazing. One of the biggest challenges facing 

an independent is just getting people to give you a 
chance especially in today’s crowded media market. 
Having these names attached to my book gives it 
legitimacy with fans. When people see that thirteen 
different televised wrestlers and two celebrities to have 
contributed the book, I think it shows them that it’s at 
least worth a look. 

Between the Kickstarters for Volume 1 and Volume 2, 
you’ve raised over 50K, which is a phenomenal amount, 
what has that enabled for yourself and Headlocked?
First and foremost, it has allowed us to produce our 
next two books. A lot of people don’t realise that comic 
books are not cheap to produce. We have an artist, a 
colorist, a letterer for every page. I don’t make a dime 
off the kickstarters. I make sure all my artists get paid. 
Then the printing, shipping, and kickstarter fees eat up 
the rest.

Beyond production, the other thing is gives us is a 
form of distribution. Fighting to get on shelves in comic 
book stores in an industry dominated by a few large 
publishers can be a near impossible task. Kickstarter 
functions like a pre-order for us. If we can sell enough 
books to fund the production, we can keep it moving. 
Have any promotions been in touch about helping?
I’ve done some cross-promotion with various 
independent companies. 2CW, Chikara, PWS, & 
Wildkat Sports have all been extremely supportive. I’m 
all about independents working together to raise each 
other up but the wrestling business isn’t always about 
that. 

When can we next expect another headlocked and 
what’s next?

Our next book is due out this summer. It’s the next 
chapter to The Last Territory. All I can tell you is that 
it’s gonna be a rough ride for Mike Hartmann. Things 
haven’t really gone terribly smoothly for him thus far but 
this particular volume, it’s his Empire Strikes Back.

I’m also out there wrangling some folks for the book 
after that. If all goes well, we’ll be looking at our most 
star-studded lineup yet!

The project just keeps on growing doesn’t it?.. Did you 
ever fathom in your wildest dreams when starting that it 
would take off this way?
Honestly, I just started out trying to make a cool 
wrestling comic. I never in a million years would’ve 
thought I’d be interacting with so many people that I 
grew up admiring. 

One day I woke up and there was a picture of the entire 
Bullet Club holding up a picture of Headlocked in my 
inbox. How cool is that? Things like that just kind of 
happen now.

But no matter how far we’ve come, we’re miles from 
where we want to be. But we keep plugging away…one 
new reader at a time. 
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ON THE SPOT WITH:
JAY LETHAL
not many wrestlers can say that they have done a 
perfect impression of macho man randy savage 
and competed in a woo’ing competition with ric 
flair on national television. however, roh’s Jay 
lethal can. 

Total Wrestling’s mark moore caught up with lethal 
for an in depth chat from following his brothers into 
liking wrestling, to learning from kevin nash. lethal 
held nothing back as he covered his first stint in 
ring of honor, how his break in Tna was not what 
he originally anticipated and how he eventually got 
to step in the ring, against one of his idol’s. 

Total Wrestling: you’ve faced some of the biggest 
names in pro wrestling, you just recently faced one 
of the most in demand names at the moment in 
el patron (formerly alberto del rio), what’s it like 
sharing the ring with talents like these?

Jay lethal: I love it, I’ve been very lucky to get such 
high profile matches and wrestle guys of such high 
calibre, like Kurt Angle, Ric Flair, Jeff Hardy, Sting and 
Kevin Nash. I feel extremely lucky and each time is like 
winning the lottery.

looking back at how you got into wrestling, your 
family are massive wrestling fans aren’t they?

Oh yeah, I have a whole large family full of wrestling 
fans and I think honestly the younger brother always 
wants to do what the older brother does and all my 
brothers loved wrestling, so that’s how it really started. 
Then somewhere along the line they kinda went off 
it and my love for it kept growing. My Dad is a big 
wrestling fan so he watches everything, anything that 
comes on he watches it all.

Was there a specific moment where you realised 
that you wanted to be a wrestling?

Oh yes 100% and not too many people ask me that 
question, but I have a very specific definitive wrestling 
moment that really made me want to become a 
professional wrestler. It was Bret Hart vs Roddy 
Piper for the Intercontinental title, I don’t know if you 
remember that match?

Yes Wrestlemania VIII..

Right and there was that part where Piper had the ring 
bell to hit Hart. Hart’s on his knees and Piper raises the 
bell above his head and all of the fans stand up, some 
are yelling for him not to do it and some are yelling for 
him to do it. Then you have Piper’s face, where he’s 
torn and not sure what to do and he kept raising it and 
the fans kept going crazy, man just talking about it now 
gives me goosebumps.

It was such a powerful moment for me, the emotion 
involved and not so much the wrestling moves that did 
it for me but all the emotion in that one moment and the 
crowd was just going insane.

Was there any particular wrestlers that inspired 
you?

Sure aside from the obvious who are Ric Flair and 
Macho Man, I was also a big Bret Hart fan and I like to 
think of it that wrestlers from my generation were either 
Bret or Shawn Michaels fans and I was the Bret Hart 
fan.

so after breaking into the business you spent some 
time in roh before your run now, how was that?
right, right gosh i wanna say 10 years ago where i 
was a protégé of samoa Joe and he kinda took me 
under his wing.

And was that where Jeremy Borash spotted you?
Yeah that’s correct and this is how I believe I got 
my start in TNA, Samoa Joe was on TV at the time 
destroying the X Division, I mean it was one of the 
coolest times ever in wrestling. To me it was amazing 
and at the time I was in ROH and feuding with Samoa 
Joe, he had become my teacher and I’d turned on him 
and now we were feuding.

So we had a match in New York I believe and Jeremy 
Borash saw it, it was a really good match and Borash 
called me later, asking if I wanted to come to TNA and 
have a match like that there. Now foolishly I thought 
this is gonna be amazing and I didn’t put two and two 
together thinking Samoa Joe is destroying people in the 
X Division and they’re not gonna just let me do what I 
just did to him and it was a glorified squash match. But 
it was my foot in the door. I chuckle to myself now that 
I actually thought I was gonna have that same ROH 
match in TNA.
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still though it was a foot in the door, so how would 
you describe your Tna experience overall?

I know a lot of ex employees who could talk about 
the worst times in their lives they’ve had and if I really 
wanted to I could mention some of the really low times. 
Overall TNA gave me, because I’m not married and I 
don’t have kids, the greatest night of my life when I got 
to wrestle Ric Flair. So I will always have love for TNA 
because they gave me that.

before that you did the black machismo gimmick 
was that your idea?

Actually I was always able to do the Macho Man 
impression and I would do it in the locker room all the 
time. I thought it would be cool to do it for Kevin Nash 
because here is someone who I watched when I was 
younger and has interacted with Randy Savage so he’ll 
get a kick out of it.

So he told me to do it on TV, I didn’t wanna do it at 
first but then we started that whole paparazzi idol thing 
where Kevin was trying to create characters, which was 
hilarious TV by the way. Well, I did the Black Machismo 
thing in one of those skits and everyone who gets 
into the wrestling business wants to be that ultimate 
bad ass and a world champion. I, at the time had that 
mindset, I didn’t want to be the funny guy or have 
people to laugh at me and only when I started working 
with Kevin did I realise it was okay to be the funny guy 
or laughed at. You know, you can’t take this business 
too seriously as when you strip everything away down 
to the bare minimum, it’s guys in their underwear 
putting on a show.

My interaction with Nash was something that really 
opened my eyes and made me comfortable and it 
made me the guy I am today actually.

Talking of guys like kevin nash, you were there 
throughout Tna bringing in a lot of ex WWe guys do 
you feel they had a positive influence?

Overall, I think 100% it was a positive experience. Even 
to this day people say they should never have brought 
in Hulk Hogan or Eric Bischoff, but they offered a lot. 
You know they brought a lot of eyes to TNA that weren’t 
watching before, I don’t think it was ever a bad decision 
to bring someone on board.

So you were happy with Hogan coming on board?
Well there is no way, I mean I guess it’s possible, but 
at that point it would have been hard for me to get an 
interview with say ESPN and talk about everything I 
was doing with the whole TNA thing. Hulk Hogan could 
call anyone, you know Hogan could call my next door 
neighbour and say ‘can I pop by for breakfast?’ and 
they would be like yeah whatever you want I’ll make it 
for ya.

how did the wooing contest with ric flair
come about?

It was literally one of the scariest nights of my life as 
anyone who followed TNA they knew or if they didn’t 
know I’m bringing it to light, I had never been given 
a live microphone. Up until that point I rarely do any 
kind of promos. So then they thrust me with a live 
microphone for the very first time and basically I have 
to try and out Ric Flair... Ric Flair!

LISTEN TO THE  INTERVIEW X
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Your first time with a live mic and they put you up 
against flair?

Right and here’s a little insight for you, most wrestlers 
when given a microphone generally already knows 
what he wants to talk about he has been given at least 
bullet points of a promo and some idea of a story or 
point he has to get across. Well with Ric Flair it’s the 
total opposite as he doesn’t allow anyone to write 
anything for him, therefore you don’t know what he’s 
going to say. I had no bullet points and no one gave me 
any direction as to what to do or say because Ric Flair 
doesn’t allow anything to be written for him.

So I thought all I could do was feed off of him and try to 
react to what he says and how terrifying is that?

do you feel it’s better to have a scripted promo or 
feed off the crowd?

Well, I’m actually torn with this. Lets say for house 
shows where it’s not for TV, then it’s okay to have that 
leniency. I think when it comes to wrestling on TV like 
ROH you’ve got to run past what you’re going to say 
with someone and make sure that it’s okay to say 
that on TV. So with a wrestling TV show it’s almost 
necessary to know ahead of time what’s going to be 
said. 

do you think that’s something that fans maybe 
don’t understand especially after the attitude era 
for example?

I think it’s something fans are getting used to but 
sometimes when they are talking about a guy doing a 
scripted promo, maybe don’t realise that everything 
we say especially with the FCC cracking down on 
everything. So everything we say has to be approved 
because you would be so shocked and amazed with 
the things that would get us in trouble. You know stuff 
that you wouldn’t even think of could get us in trouble 
and we can’t have that, we don’t want that.
So for the purposes of TV it has to be scripted but for 
guys who need it scripted for them, well that’s another 

ball game, I’m not saying so much I agree with that, 
you know if you need someone to write your promos 
for you, then I think you’re kinda behind the eight ball 
shall we say.

Well talking of writers you have worked with a few, 
do you think they are necessary or do they get in 
the way of a simple story line?

That’s a great question, I feel like once again for TV 
they are very much needed but sometimes and it was 
very apparent in TNA the writers have their favourites, 
like a coach has his favourite player. Unfortunately 
everyone else just trickles down the line until you get 
to a point where you reach a player and you really 
don’t care what he’s doing or what he does on TV. That 
would be my only downside to the writing, they have 
their favourites and if you line everyone up in order of 
importance eventually you’ll get to someone who they 
don’t care about at all. Other than that I feel it’s great 
to have them for continuity to make sure that things 
that happened last week carry over into this week. 
You know I wouldn’t want wrestling to become like an 
episode of Seinfeld where you don’t have to see the 
last episode to understand this episode, though I love 
Seinfeld I wouldn’t want it to be like that.

You had a big story line in TNA involving Sonjay Dutt 
and so cal val that seemed to get better but never 
had the ending fans wanted.

Right, you know I don’t think they ever thought it would 
get over like it did. Sonjay is my best friend and we’ve 
had some of the best matches of my life on various 
indie shows that were never recorded. I really felt like 
we could have had a great match on TNA PPV or TV 
if they had given Sonjay and I a chance to do it, but 
the two matches we did have, one was a hokey ladder 
match with the ring on top and then in my hometown 
they had us in a tuxedo match.4

They just never really gave us a chance to have that 
great match.

- LETHAL AT ROH LAKELANd
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so moving away from Tna you have wrestled a lot 
in the uk how would you describe your experiences 
over here?

Oh man, there was one point in time and I still believe 
it that if I ever get a chance I would move to the UK, 
that’s how much I love it. I try and go over as often as 
I can, I’m really good friends with a gentleman named 
Damian Smith who helps run Futureshock and when I 
come over he helps me sort everything out. You know, 
I even told him I would maybe move there and he said 
If I ever wanted to he would help me out with that 
process.

How do you find the UK fans?

They’re amazing some of the greatest crowds I have 
ever wrestled in front of.

is the nJpW route something you have thought 
about, maybe join the Bullet club?

(Laughs) The Bullet club has become like the modern 
day NWO and if the opportunity ever presented itself 
I would love to wrestle for New Japan. They actually 
have a working relationship with ROH currently, so 
there could be a big chance of me appearing on one of 
their shows which would be cool.

Back to ROH and the company recently celebrated 
their 13th anniversary, do you think people may be 
surprised at how long the company has been going?
The coolest thing is there are a lot of new eyes on 
ROH that never knew the company even existed and 
that’s a credit to Sinclair broadcasting, who are now 
the backbone of ROH and they are helping us reach 
the masses. You know, before Sinclair came on board 
I believe ROH had one the best wrestling products out 
there it’s just no one really knew about it. I mean that’s 
a task that every brand new company has to deal with,  
even if your product is great you still have to find a way 
of getting it out there.

Thankfully, ROH has always seemed to have a very 
loyal fan base and while some of their stars have left 
they have always been able to create new ones.
Right which is technically one of the problems I found 
with TNA in that their marketing plan just seemed to be 
who has been released from WWE that we can bring in.
Whereas WWE are looking at ROH talent such as Seth 
Rollins, Kevin Owens (Steen) and Sami Zayn who were 
all previously in ROH before joining WWE...

I remember Sami Zayn, having a really good dark 
match with Amazing Red in TNA and they didn’t sign 
him, which I thought was crazy.

and yet if sami zayn became available tomorrow 
Tna would bite his hand off to get him on board.

[Laughs] Right, you’re 100% right.

looking at el patron, what do you think he brings to 
roh?

Besides his name value which is always cool to have 
I think he’s going to bring everything he’s got. You 
know we just had a show where Del Rio wrestled 
Roderick Strong and I have no qualms about saying 
this but someone like Del Rio could have come into 
ROH, where we pride ourselves on having these great 
matches and leaving it all in the ring, and not work as 
hard as maybe it’s to our benefit to have him there, 
which it is. 

You know, he could just make money off his name but 
when I watched his match with Roderick Strong it’s 
as if he had something to prove. He wanted to go out 
there and wrestle his ass off, leave it all in the ring and 
he did. He then cut a promo where he said we’re not 
sports entertainers we’re professional wrestlers. If you 
get a chance to watch that match between him and 
Roderick Strong I suggest you do it. 



h e a d i n g  -  s u b h e a d i n g

00
t o t a l  w r e s t l i n g  m a g a z i n e

PLANET W
RESTLING

TOTALTOTAL
ACTION ZONEACTION ZONE



P l a n e t  W r e s t l i n g  -  F e a t u r e s  -  i n t e r v i e W s  -  u K  -  P u r o  -  C o l u m n s  -  r e v i e W s

00
t o t a l  W r e s t l i n g  m a g a z i n e

PL
AN

ET
 W

RE
ST

LIN
G



t o t a l  w r e s t l i n g  m a g a z i n e
62

V E R T I G O  P R O  -  U K  S H O W  R E V I E W

VER
TIG

O PRO

THE F
IR

ST FR
ONTIER

following in the footsteps of the amazing wrestling 
scene in scotland, Wales seems to be making strides 
in the same direction This time, the recent debut of 
vertigo pro Wrestling was under the spotlight as mark moore 
went to cardiff to check it out as the Welsh wrestling scene 
looks to make a resurgence.

Having the right blend of well established 
names from the British wrestling scene mixed 
with a few up and comers, this card looked 
good from the beginning. The Gate arts 
centre is just on the outskirts of the Cardiff 
main shopping centre and was actually a nice 
setting for the event. Those in attendance 
were happy to be there and made the right 
noises at the right time, the Welsh refuse to be 
influenced by any Philadelphia crowd. 

The goal of the night was to crown the first 
ever Vertigo Pro Wrestling champion and the 
format to this was beautifully simple. Four 
matches to kick the show off and the winner 
from each match would go on to the fatal four 
way main event for the chance to become the 
first ever champion.

With names like Dave Mastiff, Justin 
Sysum and Jonny Storm you know you are 
guaranteed quality matches and that proved

Vertigo pro - uk

- MASTIFF CELEBRATES VERTIGO CHAMPIONSHIP VICTORy
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to be the case. Saul Adams in the opening 
match was a great addition who carried 
himself really well with a take on the Tyler 
Breeze gimmick except using a mirror instead 
of the smartphone. 

Lou King Sharp deserves special praise as well 
for being able to take the beating of a lifetime 
during his match with Dave Mastiff, who was 
super over with the crowd. Wales’ own, Mike 
Bird had tremendous support in his match with 
Jonny Storm, where they fought through the 
crowd, which got the fans really going. 
The buffer match between Ian Williams and 
The Pirate was far better than expected and 
ended up turning from a buffer match into a 
tidy little contest.

In the main event after much back and forth 
action, mixed with some very impressive 
power moves from Justin Sysum, it was 

Dave Mastiff who walked out of Cardiff as the 
inaugural champion of Vertigo Pro, which was 
a popular choice.

Better yet, Jonny Storm challenged Mike 
Bird to a rematch and Vertigo Pro having 
been promoting the fact that a number one 
contender needs to be set. That shows 
signs that rather than a one off show this will 
hopefully be an ongoing promotion with its 
own storylines. That is ultimately what will 
bring fans back time after time. Great wrestling 
and captivating storylines, it seems this is the 
theory behind Vertigo Pro.

So here is hoping that the First Frontier was 
actually the first of many, who knows if the first 
show was anything to go by then this time next 
year there could well be a review of the first 
anniversary show. Ve
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WELCOME TO 

PURO
JOSHI WORLD

THE EARLY YEARS
Japanese for “girls,” joshi entered the world 
of puroresu in the late 1940s with the forming 
of the All Japan Women’s Wrestling Club by 
the Ikari Brothers.

Unfortunately, like most things, respectability 
was hard to come by in the beginning. This 
was partly due to the Ikari Brothers going 
with the WWE Attitude Era route when it 
came to their female wrestlers - the wrestling 
matches being only a vehicle to exploit the 
sexuality of the women involved instead of 
being more legitimate - and the popularity 
of the shows promoted by them quickly 
plummeted.

Ironically, it was an American female wrestler 
that helped launch the popularity of joshi in 
Japan. Mildred Burke accompanied several 
female Japanese wrestlers on a tour of 
Japan in November 1954, around the same 
time that several joshi promotions were being 
formed. As pro wrestling began to grow and 
become popular in Japan during the 1950s 
and 60s, joshi came right along for the ride.

Interesting fact: joshi promotions beat male 
promotions by a few months when it came 
to crowning champions in different weight 
divisions for the first time in the history of pro 
wrestling in Japan.

An attempt at a governing body similar to the 
National Wrestling Alliance first came about 
with joshi in August 1955 when the All Japan 
Women’s Wrestling Association was formed 
to oversee the different joshi promotions in 
Japan. Unfortunately, it didn’t last long as a 
promotional war among the different joshi 
promotions within the AJWA resulted in 
joshi’s popularity decreasing to the point that 
this form of pro wrestling nearly went extinct 
in Japan.

Fast forward over a decade and a similar 
attempt was made to form a governing body 
for joshi promotions, and it would end in 
similar fashion.

The Japan Women’s Wrestling Association 
was formed in 1967 and joshi’s popularity 
began to rise back up when The Fabulous 
Moolah traded her world title with Tomoe 
Yukiko in 1968. Not long after the Moolah-
Yukiko matches, the JWWA split because 
(once again) the member promotions simply 
couldn’t get along with each another.

However, this split didn’t result in joshi 
going into the dark for over a decade. What 
saved joshi in the 1960s was the Matsunga 
Brothers forming All Japan Women’s 
Wrestling (AJW). This move guaranteed that 
joshi would survive and that a major joshi 
promotion would still exist following the 
JWWA split.
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ALL JAPAN WOMEN’S 
WRESTLING

The biggest part of the history of Joshi in 
Japan lies with AJW. Like the male All Japan 
promotion, AJW made its name not just 
by the stars that were created within the 
promotion, but also by the line of classic 
matches that took place in it.

AJW’s core audience was always teenage 
girls, so the promotion was booked with that 
in mind; this included giving a 15 year old a 
run with a title at one point.

It may seem that having a 15 year old 
holding a title would be risky and almost 
insane from a booking perspective, but 
AJW was a promotion loaded with female 
wrestlers who started very, very young. 
This was due to the promotion’s policy of 
a mandatory retirement age of 26 with the 
wrestler’s popularity and drawing power 
being irrelevant. This policy was designed to 
insure that the promotion would be forced 
to create new stars with more regularity than 
other male or female promotions.

Booking for your core audience can hurt a 
promotion in the long run, but it can also be 
the launching pad for the promotion to grow; 
with AJW, it was one and then the other.

Mach Fumiake became AJW’s first major star 
during the 1970s, but the real stars of that 
decade were Jackie Sato and Maki Ueda, 
known collectively as The Beauty Pair. This 
team’s feud with The Black Pair became big 
business for AJW and the wrestling business 
as a whole in Japan due to the business 
still being somewhat in recovery mode a 
decade after the death of Rikidozan and at a 
time when New Japan Pro Wrestling and All 
Japan Pro Wrestling were still establishing 
themselves.

The mandatory/forced retirement of The 
Beauty Pair resulted in a drop in business for 
AJW as the 70s ended. In a way AJW should 
be commended for sticking to their guns and 
maintaining the mandatory retirement age 
following this drop in business as they could 
have very easily reversed that policy and 
everybody would have understood.

The 1980s brought a new batch of stars and 
even greater financial success for AJW.

A major part of that success came from 

the feud between The Crush Gals, Chigusa 
Nagayo and Lioness Asuka, and The 
Atrocious Alliance, a heel stable lead by 
Dump Matsumoto. The feud not only 
produced great and classic matches, but 
also great gates and TV ratings unheard of 
for joshi.

Prior this feud, Jaguar Yokota and Devil 
Masami were the top stars in AJW to begin 
the 80s and were the stars that started the 
promotion’s return to prominence.

By the time the 90s came around, AJW 
resembled other major pro wrestling 
promotions in Japan in the following ways: 
their talent roster was the deepest and most 
talented ever and the promotion’s popularity 
was heading toward heights never before 
imagined.

AJW’s loaded roster of the 90s included 
Manami Toyota, Bull Nakano, Akira Hokuto, 
Cutie Suzuki, Aja Kong, Megumi Kudo, 
Shinobu Kandori, Kyoko Inoue, Dynamite 
Kansai, and Mayumi Ozaki, and Takako 
Inoue.

This group of female wrestlers produced 
classic match after classic match, including 
many that were among the best of the 
decade, male or female, throughout the 
world. The combination of the momentum 
and popularity AJW had already achieved 
along with the new breed producing a 
product with unheard of quality resulted in 
continued success on TV and even greater 
success at the box office.

Despite this unprecedented success in the 
90s, AJW couldn’t survive the fall of joshi 
in Japan. The promotion lost its TV deal in 
2002 and folded three years later.

During the 80s and 90s, there were a few 
other major promotions were formed that 
would fill the joshi scene. The connection to 
AJW is that wrestlers that were in AJW either 
started these promotions or were the first 
top wrestlers in these promotions.

Japan Women’s Pro Wrestling (JWP) was 
formed in 1986 by former AJW wrestlers 
Jackie Sato and Nancy Humi. The promotion 
lasted until 1992 in its original form before 
internal pressure resulted in a split and the 
formation of Ladies Legend Pro Wrestling 
(LLPW). Following this, JWP became 
prominent in inter-promotional feuds with 
other joshi promotions, including AJW.
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LLPW started as a small promotion in the 
mid 1990s, but grew quickly into one of the 
top joshi promotions in Japan.

GAEA Japan was formed in 1995 by Chigusa 
Nagayo. The promotion quickly built a 
reputation and word of mouth thanks to a 
talented roster. What really put GAEA among 
the top joshi promotions were several things: 
acquiring freelancers Akira Hokuto (in 1996) 
and Toshiyo Yamada (in 1997), establishing 
a working relationship with Frontier Martial-
Arts Wrestling (FMW) in Japan in 1995, and 
establishing a working relationship with 
World Championship Wrestling (WCW) in 
America in 1996; part of the WCW deal was 
that Hokuto become the first WCW Women’s 
Champion and Toshie Uematsu become 
the first WCW Women’s Cruiserweight 
Champion.

BIG EGG 
WRESTLING UNIVERSE

It’s almost impossible to pinpoint a specific 
moment or show or feud or booking decision 
as the peak of the entire pro wrestling 
business. However, it would be very hard 
to deny that AJW’s Tokyo Dome show on 
November 20, 1994 was not the peak of 
women’s wrestling globally. It certainly was 
the peak of joshi.

Big Egg Wrestling Universe wasn’t so much 
a show as it was an all-day extravaganza 
that featured all the top stars in joshi, no 
matter the promotion.

The show featured 23 matches, lasted about 
10 hours, ended past midnight with less 
than half of the crowd still in attendance, 
and drew 32,500 to make it the largest paid 
attendance for a joshi show ever by over 
10,000.

It’s doubtful that there was ever a pro 
wrestling supershow prior to this one with 
such a variety of matches, and it’s highly 
unlikely there ever will be such variety on a 
wrestling supershow again.

This show had a one-night eight-woman 
tournament (the Five Star Tournament), 
several title matches with AJW, JWP and 
UWA titles on the line, a midget match, 
a shoot boxing match, a kickboxing 
match, a WWF Women’s Title match, two 
amateur wrestling bouts, a male match 

from Michinoku Pro, and plenty of inter-
promotional joshi bouts.

Finally, there was the production value 
attached to this show. It was spectacular, it 
was unprecedented, and it set a standard for 
extravagance that may never be touched by 
any wrestling promotion, even WWE.

THE FALL AND REBIRTH
By the end of the 1990s, joshi was on its way 
out thanks to poor financial decisions by the 
Matsunaga Brothers with AJW and the loss 
of its core audience.

In an effort to fight off the death of joshi, 
several of AJW’s core wrestlers began to 
form promotions of their own. In the end, 
these promotions remained active into the 
21st century, but the days of major TV ratings 
and box office receipts had come and gone, 
and they weren’t coming back any time soon.

Joshi began to make something of a 
comeback at the beginning of this decade, 
a comeback that is ongoing. To date, the 
biggest joshi show of this comeback took 
place in April 2013 when Stardom ran Sumo 
Hall (11,500 maximum capacity for wrestling 
shows) for their Ryogoku Cinderella show.

Unfortunately, what was likely the biggest 
mainstream news in Japan associated with 
joshi in the last 15 years occurred recently 
and it wasn’t positive.

In the main event of a Stardom show at 
Korakuen Hall on February 22, World 
of Stardom champion Yoshiko shot on 
challenger Act Yasukawa and things got real 
ugly real fast.

The match began with Yasukawa throwing 
a worked forearm shot, which was followed 
by nearly eight minutes of Yoshiko assaulting 
Yasukawa while the referee and Yasukawa’s 
seconds were stunned and trying to figure 
out what to do. In the end, Yasukawa 
reportedly suffered a broken nose, fractured 
cheek bone, fractured nasal bone and 
fractured orbital bone in her right eye, one 
that she recently had cataract surgery on.

On February 25, Yoshiko was suspended 
indefinitely by Stardom and it was 
announced that Rossy Ogawa, president 
of Stardom, and Fuka, general manager of 
Stardom, were taking a 30% paycut for the 
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next three months.

For the last 60+ years, joshi has provided 
everything many American pro wrestling fans 
want from women’s wrestling in their country: 
intensity, quality, standards, time to perform 
and it’s always portrayed as something that 
can be taken seriously. And maybe most 
important to the credibility 
and quality of joshi 

wrestling, the sex appeal of the wrestlers 
and their matches are completely separate 
from one another, i.e. no mud wrestling, 
evening gown, and bra & 
panties matches.

KNOW YOUR PURO
Fuji TV – a Japanese 

television station founded in 1957 
that broadcast AJW from 1968-2002.

World Women’s Wrestling association (WWWa) World Title – AJW’s top 
title and the top title in all of joshi from 1970 until it was retired in 2006.

The day the music died – a yokohama Arena card from AJW on May 6, 1989 that featured The 
Crush Gals in the top two matches and the retirement of Chigusa Nagayo in the main event. At 

the time it was considered the peak of joshi puroresu.

all-star dream slam i – an AJW card held on April 2, 1993 at the Yokohama Arena. It is widely 
considered to be the greatest joshi card ever and one of the greatest cards in pro wrestling 

history.
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A LITTLE 
ELEVATION 
NEEDED ?

Currently New Japan Pro Wrestling sits atop the pro 
wrestling world in the country of Japan. The biggest 
reason for this is a main event scene dominated by 
Hiroshi Tanahashi, Shinsuke Nakamura, Kazuchika 
Okada, and the seemingly endless number of quality 
matches from each that have ranged from entertaining 
to memorable to instant classic.

The thing about pro wrestling is that even in the midst 
of the happiest of times, there has to be thought 
about the future.

With NJPW, this focuses on Tanahashi and Nakamura. 
Tanahashi is 38, Nakamura is 35, and both have 
been in NJPW’s main event scene for a decade. If it 
hasn’t already arrived, the time is rapidly approaching 
where NJPW will need to elevate the next crop of 
wrestlers into the main event spots that Tanahashi and 
Nakamura currently possess.

Luckily for NJPW, they have the deepest talent roster 
of any pro wrestling promotion on the planet. Thanks 
to this, it isn’t hard to see who that next crop of main 
eventers in NJPW could be.

The following is a look at the five wrestlers who are 
the best choices for who NJPW needs to either 
elevate or begin to elevate permanently into main 
event spots during 2015.

KARL ANDERSON
Quality gaijin workers have become a 
necessary and sometimes essential part 
of a promotion’s roster in Japan, and 

Anderson is arguably the best gaijin 
worker currently in NJPW. He’s 
challenged for singles titles before 
and is currently co-holder of the 
IWGP tag titles to go along with 
multiple tag title reigns with 
several partners; in other words, 
NJPW fans are very familiar with 
him.

However, moving Anderson to the main event isn’t just 
about adding a fresh yet familiar face to the top of the 
card, it also could be a way to ensure that Anderson 
doesn’t end up leaving NJPW in the near future for a 
bigger money deal.

One of Anderson’s former tag partners, Matt Borne 
(Giant Bernard in Japan), had become popular in 
Japan during his years wrestling for NJPW and All 
Japan Pro Wrestling. But when WWE made him an 
offer to return to America a few years ago that was far 
greater what he had been making wrestling in NJPW, 
he took it.

History has a way of repeating itself and if The E 
should make such an offer to Anderson this year or 
next year or even in 2017, it would be hard to see 
Anderson not take the money. Anderson is currently 
35 years old and as a pro wrestler gets older, the big 
money deal gets harder and harder to turn down in 
favor of less money and a platform to excel at their 
craft.

TETSUYA NAITO
Arguably the best worker in all of NJPW not named 
Tanahashi, Okada or Nakamura, Naito has 
been hovering around the main event for 
the last two years, but still hasn’t been 
completely elevated to the top of the 
card.

It seemed inevitable after Naito 
was booked to win the 2013 
G-1 Climax tournament that 
he would be moved up and 
become a permanent fixture 
in the main events of NJPW 
cards, but it’s 2015 and that 
hasn’t happened yet. The 
closest Naito has come 
to being elevated into the 
main event was being the 

NJPW
NEW JAPAN 

PRO WRESTLING
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challenger in the IWGP title match at NJPW’s annual 
January 4th Tokyo Dome show in 2014.

One bit of proof that Naito has done his part to show 
that he is ready to perform at the level needed to 
be a long-term main eventer in Japan is that he was 
involved in what was one of the best in-ring feuds of 
2014 when he and Tomohiro Ishii battled over NJPW’s 
NEVER openweight title for the better part of two 
months.

It’s time for NJPW to at least give Naito a shot at 
showing whether or not he has what it takes to make 
the promotion’s fans believe he can be a long-
term main eventer, even if that means a long IWGP 
intercontinental title reign rather than a run with the 
IWGP world title.

HIROOKI GOTO
Goto is an example of a wrestler who should have 
been elevated to the main event years ago, but fell 
through the cracks.

With an already deep roster as well as main event 
talent that isn’t visibly slowing down, Goto has 
been made to wait his turn and has done practically 
everything there is to do in NJPW except win an IWGP 
title and be elevated permanently to the main event. 
Goto has won the IWGP junior tag titles once, IWGP 
tag titles once, IWGP intercontinental title once, the 
Young Lion Cup in his early days with the promotion, 
the G-1 Climax once, the World Tag League twice with 
different partners each time, and the New Japan Cup 
three times.

Partially because of Okada’s return and immediate 
superpush in 2012 as well as the rise of Naito during 
the last few years, Goto hasn’t been left behind so 
much as he has been a victim of “creative has nothing 
for you right now.”

This hasn’t completely been a bad thing as Goto has 
been in matches for the IWGP title and contendership 
for the title over the last two years. However, Goto has 
been in those matches more because he’s capable 
of helping to produce tremendous matches than 
because it was the beginning of a long-term plan 
involving him.

KATSUYORI SHIBATA
Once considered to be part of the “New Three 
Musketeers” with Tanahashi and Nakamura, Shibata 
seems ready to join them at the top of the card.

Due to his shoot-style and MMA background, 
Shibata’s return to NJPW in 2012 was initially 
considered a risk booking-wise because of the 

tremendous failures NJPW experienced the previous 
decade with shoot-style wrestlers and MMA fighters. 
Those worries were quickly put to rest when it 
became obvious that Shibata’s mix of shoot-style and 
brawling made him capable of being a world-class 
caliber worker.

Shibata’s facial expressions toward opponents 
and overall demeanor make up for what could be 
considered a lack of personality compared to those 
currently in NJPW’s main event spots. Combine 
that with the fact that he has had great and/or 
classic singles and tag matches with almost every 
heavyweight on NJPW’s roster since his return, 
and you have a worker that is not only worthy of 
occupying a permanent main event spot, but should 
already be in the process of being elevated into that 
position.

TOMOHIRO ISHII
A wrestler certainly without matinee-idol looks, Ishii’s 
brawling style and consistent production of classic 
matches in recent years has propelled him into the 
minds of pro wrestling fans throughout the globe, and 
certainly those of NJPW’s fanbase.

Ishii’s moveset is a combination of Riki Choshu and 
Shinya Hashimoto, two of the biggest draws in NJPW 
history. Because of this, Ishii has come to resemble 
a hybrid of the two for a new generation of fans who 
weren’t able to see Choshu or Hashimoto live.

In terms of endearing himself to pro wrestling fans in 
Japan, Ishii virtually has all bases covered and has 
been on the roll of his life inside the ring over the last 
two years.

Unfortunately, the lack of a look and personality that 
grabs people is the main thing holding Ishii back 
from a main event spot. If you’re unfamiliar with Ishii, 
nothing makes you want to see him wrestle before 
his matches, but when his matches begin, you realize 
that it’s must see stuff.

To be clear, the lack of a look or personality that 
grabs people isn’t and shouldn’t be something that 
will prevent Ishii from being elevated into the main 
event. Why? Hashimoto. He certainly didn’t possess 
a look that appealed to women and his personality 
was a distant third to his fellow Three Musketeers, 
Keiji Mutoh and Masahiro Chono, but such obstacles 
didn’t prevent Hashimoto from being elevated to the 
main event right along with Mutoh and Chono and 
then become one of NJPW’s biggest draws during its 
most successful period ever.
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WATCH NOW!
SHINSUKE NAKAMURA VS. HIROOKI GOTO

- KARL ANdERSON (LEFT) TETSUyA NAITO (RIGHT) CREdIT  SCOTT FINKELSTEIN
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court bauer is a Tv producer and brand developer who 
worked as a creative executive for WWe from 2005 – 2007.  
Before working with WWE, Court founded Major League 
Wrestling and worked for all Japan pro-Wrestling.

FOLLOW 
@COURTBAUER

IT IS TIME TO REVISIT A WWE BRAND 
SPLIT IN 2015, AND HERE’S WHY...

After spending almost an entire decade 
on Friday nights – television’s version of 
purgatory, WWE Smackdown recently moved 
back to Thursdays on Syfy and the results 
have exceeded expectations.  

Already, WWE’s weekly “B Show” is 
routinely beating the NBA and owning the 
18-49 demographic. It’s early, but thus far 
Smackdown is regularly the highest rated 
original cable series on Thursdays – a 
benchmark that should not be dismissed.

In fact, it’s reason to give pause and consider 
what this data means and how to best 
harness this momentum, which I’ve done.  
After much consideration, I have come to a 
provocative conclusion: it is time to revisit a 
brand split.

Some might say, “but how can you dare 
splitting up the roster? RAW is a three-hour 

broadcast!  They need all of the talent they 
can get!”  Not really.  Over the past several 
months, RAW has averaged only 8 matches 
per broadcast.  The main roster has upwards 
of 75-80 performers and all but a handful 
have no creative focus or any momentum.  

You’re seeing virtually the same talent in the 
same matches to a varying degree as it is 
and a brand split would divide that talent, 
requiring the WWE’s creative team to focus 
on talent that right now is either not a priority 
or being abused as a “good win” for others. 

One could surmise that by splitting up 
the roster, WWE would be forced to be 
more judicious with matchmaking and not 
take a Daniel Bryan or Dolph Ziggler for 
granted.  A roster of 35 performers for RAW 
and a bit less for Smackdown (given that 
it is two hours) is more than adequate for 
filling out such a show with quality matches 
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and storylines.  With a brand split, Bryan, 
Cesaro and Ziggler would have a platform 
to be showcased without being further 
compromised or devalued. 

Creating a brand split wouldn’t just help in 
consistently showcasing fantastic talent who 
are continually hindered by other priorities, 
but facilitate two avenues instead of just one 
for introducing NXT talent.  

The proliferation of exceptional talent being 
stockpiled at the WWE Performance Center 
is mind-boggling.  You have a who’s who 
from around the world scratching at the main 
roster’s front door, yet right now there’s only 
one path to the main roster.  A brand split 
wouldn’t just create two doors, but allow for 
a steady stream of NXT talent to move up 
and have a focus.  This has been a struggle 
for NXT performers over the past year.  Some 
great prospects have not been tended to 
as they’ve made the transition which has 
resulted in their ascension stalling out.  Plus, 
moving several NXT stars up to the main 
roster would enable NXT to focus on young 
talent while grooming the likes of Kevin 
Owens and others for their eventual main 
roster arrival.  

A brand split would also create an 
opportunity to maximize your legends and 
part-timers.  Sting, HHH, RVD, the New 
Age Outlaws, the Dudley Boyz, Hacksaw 
Jim Duggan and others could rotate in and 
help the main event and tag team divisions 
considerably.  This would also enable you 
two have two distinct tag team divisions.  

Differentiating the brands is essential.  I 
sense the Women’s division is about to 
experience a renaissance.  What if it was 
exclusive to RAW and you introduced 
Charlotte, Bayley and Sasha Banks?  
Meanwhile, over on Smackdown what if they 
were to reboot the cruiserweight division?  
It’d be easy to build a dynamic and reputable 
division around the likes of Adrian Neville, 
Tyler Breeze and Tyson Kidd.   

During the era of the brand extension, WWE 

saw great fluctuation in its rosters, but for 
the most part they never felt depleted as 
both brands were constantly introducing 
new faces.  Especially Smackdown.  This 
process only faltered when WWE’s brain 
trust panicked and began cherry picking 
Smackdown talent for RAW instead of 
investing in their future.  One could argue 
that if WWE creative remained disciplined, 
both shows would be able to sustain a roster 
chalk full of stars, legends, reoccurring icons 
and prospects.  

Speaking of the beleaguered Creative 
Team, the department currently houses 
approximately 20 writers and producers.  
Dividing them up and returning to two writing 
teams would result in a different creative 
complexion.  Remember how radically 
different Paul Heyman’s Smackdown 
was compared to Brian Gewirtz’s RAW in 
2003 and 2004?  The same spirit could 
be channeled today with relative ease.  
Especially with the glut of writers and 
producers on staff.

As Vince continues to groom Paul Levesque 
as the heir apparent, why not allow him to 
further refine his skills as a show-runner 
by overseeing Smackdown?  Working 
with his own executive producer while 
Vince McMahon and his right-hand man 
Kevin Dunn continue to steer the flagship 
would give Levesque exceptional hands-
on experience.  It’d also give each show a 
distinct feel.

And what to do about titles?  Brock Lesnar 
alternating between both brands as the 
“touring World Champion” would keep the 
main event picture fresh while not diluting the 
specialness of having one world champion 
as opposed to the watered down RAW and 
Smackdown “champions” who never felt like 
the real deal.

One true world champion would also enable 
the secondary titles to have more meaning.  
Especially when the World Title was a focal 
point on the other brand’s broadcasts.  
Imagine the United States belt being the 
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focal point along with a big personal feud 
on Smackdown?  If you have high quality 
matchmaking, talent and creative, the sky is 
the limit with how you present your product.  
To say secondary titles can’t be of value is a 
cop out.

Another advantage of splitting up the brands 
is touring.  Right now WWE splits their tours 
up and they’re pretty indistinguishable.  If 
each brand had their own tour, you’d still be 

running two tours simultaneously and now 
the live event tours would have more of an 
identity.

I’d recommend avoiding authority figures, a 
trope that has become passé and yields lazy 
booking.  However, if WWE were to do so… 
what about giving Jim Ross and Eric Bischoff 
a call?  Both have a distinct presence and 
could create a compelling rivalry between the 
two brands.

* PART TIMES STARS ROTATED

* * 

* * 

LESNAR W/ HEYMAN

RUSEV W/ LANA

KANE

J&J SECURITY

BAILEY

CURTIS AXEL

JOHN CENA

BRAY WYATT

ROB VAN DAM

ADAM ROSE

NAOMI

EVA MARIE

ROMAN REIGNS

DEAM AMBROSE

NEW AGE OUTLAWS

AJ LEE

ALECIA FOX

ROSA MENDES

TRIPLE H

BAD NEWS BARRET

KOFI AND XAVIER

BELLA TWINS

SUMMER RAE

STING

THE BIG SHOW

GOLD AND STARDUST

NATALIA NEIDHART

CAMERON

SETH ROLLINS

RYBACK

THE USOS

SASHA BANKS

FANDANGO
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WWE Network is always eager for original 
programming. A brand split could create 
endless opportunities to further storylines 
and character development for each brand 
as well.

As WWE looks towards the future perhaps 
they should look towards their past. Their 
“B show” Smackdown is performing 
exceptionally well in the ratings in spite of 
little of consequence occurring during the 

program.  The company has extraordinary 
depth once again and their live events need 
a shot in the arm.  Timing is everything and if 
WWE plays their cards right, the timing might 
just be right for them to pull the trigger on a 
very daring, albeit very rewarding move by 
splitting up the brands.

What do you think? Tweet your thoughts: 
@twrestlingmag & @courtbauer
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zACK RYDER

DOLPH zIGGLER

LUCHA-DRAGONS

SWAGGER W/ zEB

TITUS O’NEIL
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G A I L  K I M  -  W O M E N  P O W E R

THE LIFE AND TIMES 
OF A TNA KNOCKOUT

WOMEN POWER!!
Since this has been such a hot trending topic lately, 
I thought I would address it.  The topic of women 
and the way they are portrayed in a male dominated 
industry.  The role of women in professional wrestling 
has varied through the years going from the likes of a 
pioneer like Fabulous Moolah to Miss Elizabeth who 
played a fragile, beautiful babyface manager, to the 
likes of Lita, the extreme diva and Trish Stratus who 
started as a bombshell valet and became one of the 
greatest divas of all time.

When I was a kid and first fell in love with wrestling, 
there wasn’t many females around and if there was, 
they weren’t wrestling much. I stopped watching 
wrestling through my teenage years and fell in 
love with it again in college.  I got hooked almost 
obsessively and instantly loved the women’s division.  
That was the beginning of the “Golden Era” where the 
women were athletic, beautiful and unique. 

Fans had their favourite and could relate to them 
for their own reason. However, my favourite was 
Molly Holly. I loved the way she moved in the ring, 
gracefully. I always felt  she was as athletic as her 
male counterparts. When I watched this women’s 
division, it inspired me to become a female wrestler 
and with it, I hoped to make it to WWE one day. 

Well, two years later, that dream came true and I got 
my wish to wrestle with these ladies that I watched 

on TV. Molly gave me my big break, being the good 
human being she is and saw that I had something 
different to offer and I received a tryout and landed a 
contract.

The way that the women were being utilised at 
this time was why I got into this business.  Being 
so inexperienced and overwhelmed, I still had the 
drive to learn, get better and produce the best of my 
capabilities.  Fit Finlay was our agent at the time and 
he brought all of our games to another level, especially 
when it came to aggression.  I broke my collarbone 
in 2003 and watched wrestling tapes religiously while 
injured, itching to get back in the ring. I came back 
I believe five months later and fell into a really good 
groove technically and started to feel really great in 
the ring. 

I actually felt at my best when I got released.  This was 
shortly after the very first Diva search.  This was when 
I felt things had changed for women.  Before the Diva 
search, we had a great mix of valets and wrestlers 
who were used to their strengths.  I’m not bashing 
those who came out of the Diva search because there 
have been some amazing women who have come 
from that competition. Many who have contributed to 
this business in a very positive way even to this day.
That was just the point that I felt we saw the first 
change.  Shortly thereafter, Nidia, Jazz and myself got 
released and a whole new crop of Divas emerged.  I 

THE W
OMEN
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THE LIFE AND TIMES 
OF A TNA KNOCKOUT

was even told when I got released that they wanted to 
shift the division in a different way.  

pave the way for bikini contests, best 
body contests and catfights...

At that time I had lost my passion and thought that 
women’s wrestling was dead. A year later I was asked 
to join TNA wrestling with the promise of a future 
women’s division.  My passion was reignited and 
I started as a valet to America’s Most Wanted and 
Jeff Jarrett. Although I participated a lot as a valet, I 
yearned to be in the ring. I hated watching the men 
I walked down to the ring with doing what I loved.  I 
was relentless in voicing my desire until their ears bled 
and one day it happened.  I was asked if I thought I 
could work with Jackie Moore.  

Yes! Of course I would work with one of the toughest 
women to ever step foot in the ring. I don’t know if 

it was a test, but 
little by little I think 
they were pleased.  
Then the day came 
that our very first 
women’s division 
was built. Basically 
overnight. 

To everyone’s 
surprise, it was 
a success.  Just 
like the Golden 
Era, we had a vast 
array of female 
characters from 
ODB, Awesome 
Kong and the 
Beautiful People.  
Our segments 

were continuously one of or the highest rated and the 
females even had the chance to main event the show.  
This was the first chance in my career where I felt that 
I was fortunate to be part of something magical.  

That magic happened in the form of a David and 
Goliath feud that put our women’s division on the 
pro wrestling map.  Awesome Kong and I were given 
that opportunity and boy, did we try and take full 
advantage.  At the same time, TNA felt so confident 
in the females that they still utilised the others in 
wrestling roles and valet roles and continued to do 
so even when I left the company in 2008.  They even 
added a women’s tag division with championship title 
belts.

As I’m sure everyone knows, when I left I felt 
optimistic for women’s wrestling to be on the uprise 
again. At the time, WWE had two women’s titles 

with RAW having the Diva’s championship and 
Smackdown having the women’s title.  Soon they 
were unified and as a group, we felt like it was 
disappointing. This left one title and two rosters of 
girls to fight for it.  Which meant less opportunity in 
some ways, with one storyline for the title and then 
the rest of us hoping to be included in a different 
angle.  Soon as years passed and my frustration 
grew, I knew I couldn’t let my career pass by without 
contributing in the ring.  So I decided to leave an 
unhappy situation and return to what made me happy.

I was very fortunate to have TNA welcome me back 
with open arms and continue the path that I had left 
three years previously.  I am grateful everyday that 
I’m in the ring no matter how much my body may be 
hurting that day.  

Then the magic happened again ...

With Taryn Terrell, which nobody expected. The 
fearless referee turned wrestler blew everyone’s 
expectations away and she is currently now the TNA 
Knockouts champion. I always used to hear before 
this women’s division was created that no one wanted 
to watch women’s wrestling.  I know that those 
sceptics were wrong and women continue to show 
why we are just as important in this male dominated 
business.  

Impact Wrestling has always been a strong outlet 
for female pro wrestling and it seems lately, other 
promotions are getting in on that.  NXT has proven 
that with opportunity and time, the women can put on 
a show, with great athletes and characters emerging 
from there.  Total Divas, reality show has given the 
women a platform to be seen but not necessarily as 
the strong empowered women they really are. With 
WWE Raw on for three hours, I feel as though they 
could be given a much more 
prominent and positive role.  Why 
not follow the successful formula 
that NXT has? It was at such a low 
point recently that the fans spoke 
out with #givedivasachance 
trending and the fans voices were 
heard loud and clear.  I hope 
this path continues for all of us 
women.  

With TNA president Dixie Carter 
and Stephanie McMahon in 
prominent positions of the top two 
wrestling promotions in America 
at the moment, the future can 
be very bright for women in pro 
wrestling. Perhaps equality some 
day? We can only hope.
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E L  L I G E R O  -  S O U T H S I D E  S T O R Y

THE MEXICAN SENSATION

EL LIGERO
SOUTHSIDE STORY
As I write this months column, I’ve just come 
off the road from a southside Wrestling triple 
header. promoter, ben auld and family decided to 
massively stress themselves out again by running 
three different towns in three nights, including 
a brand new venue in essex. They drew massive 
numbers at each, pretty much selling out all three. 
huge credit to them for it, i’d never ever want to 
attempt anything like that.

As far as my own personal experiences of the three 
days go, it revolved around my favourite thing to do in 
wrestling: telling a story.

The first night, X-Pendables in Nottingham, first 
saw me reject The Righteous Army, led by Joseph 
Connors, when they attempted to recruit me, then 
saw me levelled with a steel chair and kicked in the 
groin by my turncoat partner Kay Lee Ray, who had in 
fact joined their ranks. There was about eight minutes 
worth of me pretty much battling Connors and Jimmy 
Havoc on my own first, but the resulting turn left me 
laying, and a villainous side of KLR was revealed.

The theme of me getting assaulted continued the 
next night in Purfleet at Supremacy 2015, when my 
entrance for a 5-Way Match was interrupted by Kay 
Lee popping out to rub the previous nights activities 
in my face, leading to her swinging for the fences 
and attempting to decapitate me with Connors’ MITB 
briefcase. Trust me, that hurt.

Not one to just lie down though, I made a (rather 
welcome) return later on in the night to stand 
alongside TNA star James Storm, as we tore the 
Circus Tavern apart in our way with the Army. 
Seriously, I think we might have broken some stuff.
Despite me doing my obligatory ‘I’m a find something 
to flip off in the venue’ moment, we were on the losing 
end when the briefcase came into play again. But I did 
share a pint with my new pal James Storm afterwards 
(I had one sip and then gave it to Andrew Everett).
 
The final night, Battle Of The Egos 5, I had the chance 
to wrestle one of the worlds best, Chris Sabin. Despite 
the presence of the Righteous Army on commentary, 
and the fact that my ribs were taped up, I felt Sabin 
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and I clicked really well. He’s a tremendous athlete 
and I sincerely hope this is far from the last time we 
get to wrestle each other.

I appeared a couple more times that night, once 
to prevent Havoc from stealing the Speed King 
Championship (Man, did I try and put that chair 
through his face) and secondly, to run the RA off after 
stealing the SWE Championship from a badly hurt 
Robbie X, with the back up of Stixx and Nixon.

As you’ve surely gathered, the theme of the weekend 
was very much myself becoming embroiled in this 
feud with The Righteous Army and their new recruit 
Kay Lee Ray.

In all honesty, I thrive on stuff like this. I’m not one to 
say there’s no place for ‘fireworks matches’ or athletic 
sprints in wrestling. There 100% is, they definitely 
have a place.

But, and I tell my students this, in my opinion, there’s 
only so long you can watch a fireworks display before 

you want to watch a film. Stories and feuds make 
wrestling, hooks to keep people coming back. There’s 
only so many ‘Indy dream matches’ a card can handle 
before crowds want something substantial to get their 
teeth into. 

Stories, especially long-running ones are what drive 
me in wrestling. There are so many young guys in 
the UK who can perform such amazing feats of 
athleticism and sincerely drop my jaw. To try and 
compete with them would be rather foolhardy, but I 
do feel I can deliver a great story despite the lack of 
speech.

Just in Southside alone, the feud with Martin Kirby 
and I lasted 2 years (and spawned 2 3-disc dvd 
sets available now), which naturally and organically 
resulted in the Kirby/KLR feud, which triggered this 
latest rivalry.

 Keep an eye on it, as it’s just getting started....

- EL LIGERO HITS A SPLASH ON CHRIS SABIN AT SOUTHSIdE (ABOVE) THE RIGHTEOUS ARMy COME TO RINGSIdE 
(RIGHT) THE RIGHTEOUS ARMy COMMENTATE ANd LOOK ON (BELOW) IMAGES COPyRIGHT PAUL SMITH
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WWE LIVE IN THE UK NOVEMBER 2014

REVIEW
company: WWe  no.of discs: 2  Web:www.wwedvd.co.uk  rrp: £12.99 
 Review conducted by Neil Topping

With tours going back 25 years, it’s fair to 
say WWe has always been keen to visit 
the uk market. in more recent years, they 
have even taped the weekly Tv shows as 
well. since 2011, the company has even 
been able to monetise these Tv shows by 
bundling raw, smackdown, main event 
and superstars into a two disc set.

Taped in front of a hot crowd at the Echo 
Arena in the Liverpool, Monday Night Raw 
kicks off with the obligatory John Cena 
promo with him pandering to the mostly 
hostile crowd before the introduction of 
recently-turned babyface Ryback. The crux 
of the show is the ongoing battle between 
Team Cena and the Authority to court 
“The Big Guy” prior to their forthcoming 
showdown at the Survivor Series. Typical 
TV fair matches on the night include Jack 
Swagger against Seth Rollins (with a crowd 
who preferred to chant for Swagger and 
the announce team), Los Matadores taking 
on The Miz and Damien Sandow, Dolph 
Zigger versus Mark Henry and Adam Rose 
versus the painfully talented Tyson Kidd. 
Additionally, Seamus and Rusev provided the 
hard hitting slugfest. John Cena and Ryback 
wrap the show up in a decent TV encounter 
with the ongoing Authority feud taking 
precedence over what happened in the ring.

Also included on the disc is a fascinating 
step back in time to the UK Rampage Tour 
in 1991, with the Rockers (accompanied 

by a frail looking Andre the Giant less than 
two years before his death) taking on the 
Orient Express in rematch from their classic 
encounter from that year’s Royal Rumble. 
Disc one is wrapped up with a so-so dark 
match featuring Chris Jericho and Dean 
Ambrose against Kane and Bray Wyatt.

The second disc starts with the Main Event 
show, with the Stardust- Rose and Ambrose-
Justin Gabriel matches coming secondary 
to seeing the incredible Sami Zayn and 
Tyson Kidd in a fine encounter, which we 
will hopefully see on a PPV sometime soon. 
Superstars shows why it doesn’t have a TV 
deal in the states any longer, with preliminary 
encounters featuring Curtis Axel against Sin 
Cara, and Big E Langston against the pesky 
Heath Slater. Recaps of Raw feature heavily 
on this show as well.

The crux of the second disc is based around 
the Smackdown taping, kicking off with 
the ever-popular Chris Jericho hosting the 
Authority on his Highlight Reel segment. 
Jericho is super over with the live crowd, 
with the requisite amount of heat for 
Stephanie McMahon’s false friendliness. Sin 
Cara is back on TV again facing Bray Wyatt, 
whilst Rose and the Bunny waste everyone’s 
time taking on the Rhodes brothers in a non-
title match, existing to only further the feud 
between the former two which never actually 
went anywhere. Ryback leaves the question 
of who’s side he is on hanging in the air by 
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professing that he is on Team Ryback. The 
show moves up a few gears with a triple 
threat match between IC champion Zigger, 
Kidd and Cesaro. Whilst it’s disjointed and 
a bit of a mish-mash in places (as multiple 
person matches can be), the three put on a 
show that is a lot better than most of the TV 
matches you’ll see. The fans even throw in a 
“this is awesome” chant, and become heavily 
involved vocally in the latter stages. 

The Dean Ambrose – Bray Wyatt ongoing 
feud is progressed at various points during 
the show, including a sneak attack and a 
typically mysterious promo from Wyatt. The 
show finishes off with a bit of a whimper 
with Ryback taking on corporate Kane, 
which again is simply there as a precursor to 
the five on five Survivor Series contest the 
following weekend. No additional special 
features are provided on disc two.

Whilst it’s worth applauding the business 
acumen of WWE in releasing a DVD 
dedicated to their twice yearly tours in the 
UK, putting the weekly TV shows out as a 
release is probably a bit of a cop out. The 
weekly TV shows rarely offer anything that 
can’t be followed up on, with key events 
generally available as video clips on the 
WWE website. The compilation would benefit 
with more focus on the tour as a whole, with 
clips from other shows and perhaps time 
following wrestlers on tour out of the ring. 
Aside from the dark match and the Rockers-

Orient’s archive encounter, you’re paying for 
the privilege to watch a few TV shows; this 
doesn’t occur with a week of US tapings. 
Unless you are dying to see the two Tyson 
Kidd encounters, this is a release that sadly 
may not offer you much.

PAIGE’S 
HOMECOMEING

WATCH THE 
DVD PREVIEW

- WWE LIVE IN THE UK dVd COVER
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THE BEST OF RAW & SMACKDOWN 2014

REVIEW
company: WWe  no.of discs: 3  Web:www.wwedvd.co.uk  rrp: £19.99 
 Review conducted by Neil Topping

When taken as a weekly occurrence, 
viewing and indeed reviewing WWe raw 
and smackdown can be an extremely 
challenging affair. The flagship show is 
now a three hour disjointed mess with 
booking that is highly questionable at best 
however, WWe has a chance to right their 
own wrongs for historical purposes in 
their annual best of raw and smackdown 
collection.

The first disc starts with a pleasant trip 
down memory lane and a reminder of how 
good The Shield were as a three man unit, 
as they take on John Cena, Daniel Bryan 
and Seamus is a typically excellent six man 
affair. Coming right after the Royal Rumble 
match where Roman Reigns made 12 
eliminations, the praise on commentary is 
typically high. This is followed by the tidy 
encounter between Daniel Bryan and Unified 
Champion Randy Orton in early February on 
Raw. We are then taken to the Valentine’s 
Day Smackdown and a four way for the IC 
title number one contendership between Rey 
Mysterio, Kofi Kingston, Jack Swagger and 
Mark Henry where Kingston and Mysterio 
make the match. However, Big E Langston’s 
guest commentary almost breaks the match.

John Cena takes on Cesaro in the next 
encounter from Raw in possibly a future 
main event encounter, and the two impress 
as expected. Host of this set, Bryon Saxton 
moves the disc onto the lead up to the 

WrestleMania encounter between The 
Undertaker and Brock Lesnar, with their 
contract singing shown in full. Batista’s heel 
turn (forced by the negative fan reaction) is 
revisited and is a reminder that he is much 
better as a heel anyhow, before his bout with 
Ziggler showed quickly that there was cardio 
issues early in “The Animal’s” comeback. 
The disc wraps up with the Usos tag title 
win over the New Age Outlaws in the latter’s 
TV swansong is significant for the big crowd 
reaction. 

Disc two begins with Daniel Bryan’s fight 
to be included in the WrestleMania main 
event, and the somewhat cheesy occupation 
of Raw by the “Yes Movement”. Still the 
fans ate it up. This was followed by Cena’s 
March Raw bout against Luke Harper, which 
showed that the latter has a lot to offer 
now and in the future. The NXT debut of 
the “anti-diva” Paige in an encounter with 
AJ Lee was odd and did neither female any 
favours. Next up, The Shield showed how 
thin and unimportant the Raw roster is when 
they took on 10 guys at the behest of HHH, 
but this was an angle to set up the eventual 
beatdown by the reformed Evolution group. 
Some focus is placed onto the Wyatt family 
next, followed by the 20 man battle royal for 
Dean Ambrose’s US title. John Cena and 
the Usos six man encounter against the 
Wyatt family was an enjoyable bout, and 
the long forgotten Bo Dallas takes on Sin 
Cara in the match which apparently gave 
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Vince McMahon second thoughts. The disc 
completes with the Seth Rollins betrayal of 
The Shield and subsequent heel turn.

The final disc has Rollins’ explaining his 
actions from the previous disc, while Vickie 
Guerrero gets to have the last laugh and go 
out on top (to an incredible crowd reaction) 
in a mud pool match with Stephanie 
McMahon. The Authority introducing new 
World Champion Brock Lesnar following 
Summerlam is in there, along with Ambrose 
and Rollins’ wild Falls Count Anywhere 
match from the same night. Chris Jericho 
and Bray Wyatt wrap up their disappointing 
feud in a cage match from September, while 
The Rock’s surprise return in a segment with 
Rusev raises a smile. Smackdown rolls back 
the years in the 15 year anniversary show 
in October with a typically overbooked 15 
man tag match between teams captained by 
Teddy Long and John Lauranitis. 

Randy Orton faces Rollins to further “The 
Viper’s” Authority related woes, and a triple 
threat between Dolph Ziggler, Tyson Kidd 
and Cesaro from Smackdown in November 
impresses. The collection is completed with 
another six man between Cena, Ryback and 
Ziggler against Rollins, Harper and Kane. A 
final look back at the year closes things out.

There is no doubt that 2014 was a tough year 
for WWE in a number of ways – the launch 
of the Network didn’t yield the immediate 

results that they required, and creatively, the 
company was bad more than it was good. 
However, when viewed as a whole across 
a three disc set, there is a lot of good in 
there and it just takes a bit of filtering to 
appreciate it. This isn’t a perfect set but it 
does a great job of showcasing the positive 
in-ring aspects of 2014. For fans who 
don’t watch every week especially, this is a 
recommended set.

- WWE BEST OF RAW & SMACKdOWN COVER

- RELIVING THE SHIELd VS AUTHORITy FEUd OF EARLy 2014
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TIDAL CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING - 1ST ANNIVERSARY SHOW

REVIEW
company: Tidal no.of discs: 1 Web:www.tcwrestling.bigcartel.com  rrp: £10.00 
 Review conducted by Mark Moore

After just one year in business, Tidal 
Championship Wrestling (TCW) held their 
anniversary show in Leeds where it all started 
for them in 2013. Held in the Leeds University 
Union, TCW continued their storyline with 
Rampage Brown as champion and several 
contenders chasing him.

Built around two main matches, the 1AS 
show saw the TCW title on the line in the 
main event and the number one contenders 
slot was up for grabs as well in the co-main 
event with former champion El Ligero going 
up against Liam Lazarus, who had been on a 
tear through the roster going all the way back 
to June.

The hard camera for the main action comes 
from one of the corners of the ring which 
can take some time getting used to and at 
times the ringside camera work can be a tad 
unsteady but no action is missed which is a 
welcomed touch. 

The commentary is actually entertaining and 
both guys do a more than commendable 
job of calling the action. Very few entrances 
are included which is a shame but those in 
attendance certainly make enough noise for 
one to forgive this.

TCW pulled out some big guns for this show 
as talent like Uhaa Nation, who was super 
over with the fans and his finisher (a standing 
moonsault into a standing 450 splash) has 
to be seen to be believed. TNA British Boot 
Camp entrant Lana Austin was on the card as 
was finalists Dave Mastiff and TCW Rampage 
Brown who collided in the main event. 

Out of the early contests the triple threat 

women’s match between Austin, Nixon 
Newell and the TCW debuting Addy Starr 
deserves praise for grabbing fans attention 
and featured smooth exchanges and some 
very good high spots. Nation’s match is a one 
sided affair but it’s well worth checking out 
the man who apparently is on the verge of 
being with WWE. 

Ultimately, this show came down to the 
last two matches and on that front the card 
delivers as Lazarus and Ligero had a well 
constructed contest, which built to a logical 
conclusion. Ligero is over no matter where he 
wrestles these days but Lazarus had his fair 
share of fans as well which made for a good 
atmosphere throughout.

The main event was there to show fans two 
of biggest men in UK wrestling belt the tar 
out of each other and neither disappointed on 
the night. Better than their match at York Hall 
for TNA, with no doubt both guys feeling that 
they had something to prove.

The extras on this disc were good enough 
with more of the women always a welcome 
addition to any DVD. While the show may 
not go down as one of the best ever held on 
British soil, TCW can be extremely proud of 
their first year in British wrestling and the 1st 
anniversary show was a fitting end to that 
year. 

If you are a fan of British wrestling but 
Yorkshire is too far away then this DVD is right 
up your street, featuring well known UK talent 
and meaningful matches that were part of an 
ongoing storyline, this DVD does exactly what 
it says on the box. 
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WATCH THE MATCH HIGHLIGHTS

FEAT - LANA AUSTIN VS. NIXON NEWELL VS. ADDY STARR

- UHAA NATION, RAMPAGE BROWN ANd dAVE MASTIFF FEATUREd ON THE EVENT POSTER
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PWG BLACK COLE SUN

REVIEW
company: WWe no.of discs: 1 Web: www.prowrestlingguerrilla.com  rrp: £14.99 
 Review conducted by Matt Waters

The last two years of pro Wrestling guerilla 
have been defined by the stellar rise of two 
young indy talents: adam cole and kyle 
o’reilly. debuting for the promotion together 
as future shock, they were an instant hit 
with the reseda fans, competing in the 
promotions incredibly stacked tag division. 
cole and o’reilly would elevate themselves 
to main event singles status, with each 
winning the battle of los angeles tournament 
in consecutive years, with cole parlaying 
his victory into the longest pWg World 
championship reign in the company’s history, 
and then, as fate would have it, o’reilly using 
bola as a springboard to eventually dethrone 
his former partner. Their journey to the top 
culminates with Black Cole Sun, the unofficial 
farewell show for both men due to alleged 
contractual obligations to their native ring of 
honor.

Both men stayed true to the things that earned 
them their elite status, with Adam Cole first 
playing the villain to a tee against rising star 
Cedric Alexander, forcing the ring announcer 
to read an incredibly offensive, yet genuinely 
amusing custom introduction. Cole as a sleazy, 
good looking heel with a grin that invites a 
punch was a revelation when he first debuted 
the gimmick three years ago, and he treated the 
fans to a veritable greatest hits of his dastardly 
tactics, oozing charisma from bell to bell. Not 
to be overwhelmed, Alexander put in his most 
confident performance in PWG to date and both 
men worked their tails off. The match was made 
all the more special when it was revealed Cole 
delayed shoulder surgery in order to say goodbye 
to the Reseda fans properly.

Meanwhile, O’Reilly defended the championship 
he won from Cole a few months ago against 
the standout Ricochet, displaying all his usual 
intensity, blending slick, smooth submissions 
with sensational, stiff striking into a hybrid mixed 
martial arts style, similar to the one employed by 
his mentor and former PWG World Champion, 
Davey Richards, but to an arguably superior 
degree, exercising great control and attention 
to detail, rather than flying around the ring like a 
wild man. 
O’Reilly vs Ricochet is about as good a match 
as independent wrestling can offer at present, 
and the pair rose to the occasion, producing a 
superlative bout of the highest possible quality. 
Kyle transitioned from one submission attempt 
to another beautifully, always looking for greater 
positioning and leverage, maximising damage to 
the arm, his favourite limb to punish. Meanwhile 
Ricochet continued to display unreal feats of 
athleticism, putting in a legitimate case that he 
may in fact be superhuman. Their diametrically 
opposed styles complimented one another 
perfectly, giving the fans in attendance the exact 
kind of main event they crave.

O’Reilly was also given an opportunity to finish 
his business with longtime rival Roderick Strong 
in an impromptu Guerilla Warfare match, the 
promotion’s signature no holds barred stipulation 
usually reserved to settle grudges. Wrestling 
over thirty minutes in total between the two 
matches, Kyle got to exhibit the conditioning 
and athleticism he has in spades, showing off his 
technical prowess in the first, and brutality in the 
second, with he and Strong throwing everything, 
including a detached top turnbuckle at each 
other in an effort to prove once and for all who 
the better man was. Tables, chairs, chains and 
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even a boot were employed in an effort to utterly 
obliterate and when it was all said and done 
there could be no doubt that O’Reilly gave the 
fans and the promotion as a whole everything he 
had in what could be his final performance for 
them.

But Black Cole wasn’t simply a farewell show to 
a pair of MVP calibre performers, it was also a 
pretty accurate encapsulation of what exactly the 
company is all about from top to bottom. PWG 
is a multi-faceted promotion, exhibiting comedy 
wrestling between enormous personalities, out 
of this world high flying, bombastic striking 
exchanges, some of the best unadulterated 
technical proficiency in the world, car-crash style 
hardcore matches that make fans actually care 
and everything in between, and all with beautiful 
celebrities usually spotted taking in the action 
from ringside.

The opening six-man tag match spitted Chuck 
Taylor, Trent Baretta and Bobby Fish against AR 
Fox, ACH and Rich Swan in an affair filled with 
more legitimate comedy than a month’s worth of 
Monday Night RAWs, while still managing to be 
entertaining from an action standpoint as well. It 
was the kind of match that serves as a perfect 
antidote when wrestling starts to become too 
serious, with armchair critics trying to define 
what exactly wrestling even is left and right. An 
evening of entertainment is what it should really 
boil down to, and the pure dumb fun offered by 
this opener provided that by the truck full.

Trevor Lee, the man being groomed to become 
the promotion’s top star took on yet another 
former world champion, this time in veteran 
pugilist, Chris Hero, who dished out a ridiculous 
beating to the youngster. The sympathy 
garnered for Lee from the litany of kicks, knees, 
elbows and straight right hands he absorbed 
was monumental, with the ‘Carolina Caveman’ 
selling the damage so well that he appeared 
to be legitimately knocked out on a couple of 
occasions.

Other bouts included a collision between four 
freakish mutants, with Uhaa Nation and Brian 
Cage once again attempting to upstage each 
other, executing moves that man their size 
should even consider dreaming about, but this 
time with beloved brawlers Tommaso Ciampa 
and Biff Busick thrown in for good measure, and 
yet another top flight tag team match involving 
The Young Bucks (who else?) and the new team 
of Chris Sabin and Matt Sydal. 

Unfortunately, the PWG Tag Team Title match 
between Candice & Joey and The Addiction 
(FKA Bad Influence) couldn’t maintain the 
otherwise extremely high quality of the rest of the 
show, leaning too heavily on dated intergender 
shenanigans.

But John Morrison certainly enjoyed himself, and 
who are you to argue with Johnny Nitro? Nobody, 
that’s who. Buy this show.

- PWG - BLACK HOLE SUN dVd COVER
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DO OR DIE 2014 & EPIC COMPANY: INFINITY PRO

REVIEW
Company: Infinity Pro No.Of Discs: 1 Web: www.infinitypro.bigcartel.com         RRP: £15
Review conducted by Chris GST

as a fan of indie wrestling i’m always 
watching new promotions that 
come across my radar.  When i get a 
recommended dvd, i try to watch it 
almost immediately so that if i do get into 
the product, i am caught up as quickly 
as possible. Infinity Pro is one of those 
companies. 

It was recommended that I check out two 
of their last recent shows from 2014, so 
I picked up EPIC and Do or Die 2014. In 
full disclosure, the wrestlers that I was 
most familiar with from each show were 
the Hooligans (the Cutter brothers), Tripp 
Cassidy, Josh Crane, and Dale Patricks. 
Most of them I knew from Midwest indies 
and watching AAW every week on Youtube. 
After watching both shows, I was readily 
impressed with a few more names and glad 
the DVDs got recommended to me. 

I want to get some of the negatives out of 
the way first. The commentary probably 
being the biggest issue, not because the 
commentary itself was poor, but the audio 
quality was sub-standard. It was clear the 
guys were doing commentary live at the 
show, but you could hear the crowd as much 
as you could hear the two announcers and 
that didn’t help at all. 
There were moments when the audio from 
the ring sounded louder and when you’re 
first getting into a product you probably want 
to know more about the talents in the ring 
and that should come easily. Now, it’s not 

so bad that you can’t hear it at all, but it can 
be distracting when you hear the thud of the 
ring overpowering anything the commentator 
says, thus missing out on information. 
It’s a small issue though and honestly, the 
action in the ring was good enough to make 
up for it. 

The camera work is fine, though I can’t say 
this was in glorious HD, but hardly any indie 
stuff is so it’s not that big of deal. If you’re 
watching something like Infinity Pro, then 
you’re watching for the wrestlers who may 
turn up in bigger indie promotions such as 
ROH or Beyond Wrestling and you want to 
know how well they could do in a different 
environment. 

Overall both shows were great. There were a 
few matches that I probably wouldn’t go out 
of my way to watch again, but the wrestlers 
who did stand out had great matches on 
both events. As I said, the Hooligans were 
welcomed faces and their matches against 
the Painkillers on both DVDs were awesome. 
Very much high impact and athletic from 
both teams which is what I want and the 
story between them is simple and easy to 
follow. 

The Infinity Pro Champion GT Vega is a pretty 
decent wrestler, similar to Bo Dallas in look 
and style, which is a positive. He might even 
be a little heavier in terms of muscle mass. 
Both Vega’s opponents are names I will be 
keeping track of in other promotions, Jake 
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Omen from EPIC and Austin Manix from Do 
or Die. They are very different in look, Omen 
with a more goth style & Austin Manix an 
athletic “Southern” kinda profile. But both 
men can go in the ring and the title matches 
were well worth the price paid for the DVDs.  
Manix had a really good little match against 
Micas Silva on EPIC while Omen earned his 
title shot for EPIC in the opening match of Do 
or Die. Both contests are high impact athletic 
matches with good story telling and both 
Manix and Omen showed they could do just 

that with their opponents. I hope to see more 
of them on future releases. 

Combine three to four really good matches 
on each DVD with some multi man spot fun 
and some matches that could probably go 
unwatched, I thought this was a perfect way 
to get into Infinity Pro. If I had to choose, I 
would say to probably buy EPIC but it’s by 
a hairline and really both are worth checking 
out. 

- INFINITy PRO - dO OR dIE dVd COVER
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WIN!!!
A SIGNED DVD BY WWE SUPERSTAR SHEAMUS!

courtesy of our friends at www.wwedvd.co.uk we’re giving away 1 signed WWe elimination 
chamber 2014 dvd!

To be in with a chance of winning, please email the correct answer to the following question to 
totalwrestlingmagazine@gmail.com

When did sheamus firsT Win The WWe 
championship? 

a) 2009 b) 2010  c) 2012
Please mark competition e-mails with (DVD comp) in the subject line and include your postal ad-
dress. The closing date for entries is April, 1 2015

TERMS AND CONDITIONS:
1) This competition is run by Total Wrestling Magazine
2) By entering our competition, you agree to be bound by all rules relating to the competition (and 
which may be changed at any time without notice.)
3) Entrants must be 18 years or older. Only one entry per email address is permitted. Multiple en-
tries from the same email address or from the same individual will be counted as one entry.
4) In the event of any dispute, Total Wrestling’s decision is final, and no correspondence shall be 
entered into.
5) One winner will be drawn on April 1, 2015.
6) The prize is one signed WWE Elimination Chamber 2014 DVD! There is no cash alternative.
7) The winners will be contacted via email regarding their successful entry, and their prize will be 
sent out to that address. If a successful entrant does not claim the prize by the date given in the 
email, it will be voided and a new winner will be drawn.
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NEXT MONTH
flair in The uk
With the 16 time World champion heading for a 
spoken uk tour, we speak with him about his role 
with WWe and daughter charlotte in nxT..
 

mysTery solved
mysterio leaves WWe as we analyse his career 
and ask what’s next?..

neW beginnings
Tna announcer, Josh matthews shares his true 
thoughts on changes the company has made..

The next issue of Total Wrestling
is out april 10, 2014

keep up to date with all the latest by going to 
www.totalwrestlingmagazine.co.uk


